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Lesson for July 1 in this Issue 


Lesson 1.—Sona> Baptist. .(May be used with , 

Temperance Aontietionss Matthew 3 : 1-17; 11 : 2-153 

Mark 6: 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Sur- 
vey of the Life of John the Baptist.) 


Notes on Open Letters: 
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Lesson Calendar 


The Lesson .Calendar formerly appearing here is now 
: on the second page of the Lesson Helps in each 
ron. The date and title of the current lesson continues 
to appear on the first page of the Times, at the head of 
this column. ; 
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‘ of the traveler. The high- 
ways that lead to the meeting of many of your needs 
are indicated by good advertisements. Do you 
follow them ? 
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_ God's Time 
By Annie Johnson Flint. 


OD’S time is never wrong, 
Never too fast or too slow ; 
The planets move to its steady pace 
As the centuries come and go, 


Stars rise and set by that time, 
The punctual comets come back, 
With never a second’s variance, 
From the round of their viewless track. 


Men space their years by the sun, 

And reckon their months by the moon, 
Which never arrive too late 

And never depart too soon. 


Let us set our clack by God’s, 
And order our lives by His ways, 

Aad nothing can come and nothing can go 
Too soon or too late in our days, 








The Sin of Ceasing to Pray 


Unsystematized prayer life is one of the worst 


sins of Christians, Time is at such a premium in 
these feverish days that there is a constant tempta- 
tion to let up in one’s prayer life. One of the home 
secretaries of a great interdenominational mission re- 
cently sent out a letter to those pledged to pray for 
the work, in which he said: “Certain events lead me 
to ask — without in any sense meaning to be personal 
to any one, yet intending to be personal to every one 
— whether these — letters have become matters 
that are absorbed into your mind and ‘heart until 
you can pray for them daily, and when thinking 
of them always remember some of those things that 
are set before you. I am led to ask because re- 
cently I have had imquiry concerning needs, when, if 
the ones who had asked concerning the needs had 
made themselves familiar with the last prayer let- 
ter; there should have been no question asked_of me.” 





It is a good deal to say, as did Samuel, “Far be it 
from me that I should sin against Jehovah in eae 
to pray for you” (1 Sam. 12:23), but it és a sin i 

we have contracted certain missionary responsibilities, 
or any other, to fail to remember the specific objects 
of prayer involved. It is a failure in responsibility. 
There is no greater possible stewardship than the 
ministry of prayer. 

“a 


Coming and Going 

_. Two words sum the Christian life — “come,” 
and “go.” But some istians have come without 
going, and others are going without having come. 

r. H. W. Bieber of Cynwyd spoke a searching sen- 
tence recently when he said, “We cannot possess 
Christ without a desire to give him away.” If we 
have come to him, we shall wish to go with him — 
taking him to rs. If we have actually ‘come 
to him — received him by faith as our atoning Sav- 
iour — our salvation o to mean enough to us to 
spend the rest of our lives in passing it on. Thére 
are all too many missionaries in the various fields to- 
day who have gone without having first come. They 
have a Modernist Gospel without life in it. Have we 
such an apprehension and appreciation pf our redeem- 
ing Lord that we are daily burdened with the need 
of others’ having Him? 

Fat 


His Automobile 


How much do you possess? A Christian man 
tells of this experience: “A little lad, not over ten, 
ing next to~me im the streetcar, 

home from school. We were passing the great Ford 
automobile factory in Detroit, and as a bit of. pleas- 
antry I asked him, ‘Have you got a Ford?’ To my 
surprise he replied, without a-trace of a smile, ‘Yes; 
I’ve got a Ford sedan.’ His big eyes were all seri- 
ousness; and I realized that he at least Was not joking. 
‘How long have you had it?’ I asked. ‘About two 
years,’ he answered gravely. ‘Do you drive it your- 


self?’ ‘Oh, no; I am not old enough for that; I \.u 
only ten.’ It finally developed that the car was 

his father’s; but it was evident that the little lad had 
been entirely sincere in his first answer, and that he 
actually thought of his father’s car as his own.” Paul 
had a simple-hearted i 


in God’s household, he treasures and prerog- 


- atives which made him rich beyond the dreams of 


avarice, “We are children of : and if childr 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. 
Sonship is not an empty title, but a guarantee of the 
pocemneen and enjoyment of the heritage which the 

ather delights to give to his children: “Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that is mine is thine.” 


an 
Can Natures Be Changed? 


Can a man’s nature ever really be changed? Can 
we get a totally different nature from that with which 
we were born? Human science and reasoning say 
no. In the animal world, it is hopeless to attempt to 
turn a hog into a sheep. As a Bible teacher has said, 
“You may wash it and train it>all you’ please, but 
you will] find it growing bristles instead of wool.” 
Yet changes which are impossible God delights to 
work |! en our Lord Jesus said, “With men this is 
impossible; but with God all things are possible,” 
he was answering the astonished question of his dis- 
ciples, “Who then can be saved?” The Bible teacher 
quoted has given the answer to our question: “The 
only pg 4 I know to turn a hog into a sheep is to 
have it born again.” Exactly that second birth, that 
new birth, is what God accomplishes when those who 


sway” “were by nature children of wra turn to Christ 


as Saviour. Then it is that “God, who giveth life 
to the dead, and calleth the things that are not as 
though they were,” works the miracle of changing 
those who were “hogs” into “sheep,” making t 

“partakers of the divine nature.” And these born- 
ageis sheep are then eternally in the keeping of a 
shepherd who says “I am the Good Shepherd: the 
Good Shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep.” 


“Praying Hyde” 


by universal accord of his fellow-workers “Pray- 

ing Hyde” dates back to the day he sailed from 
America for his missionary work in the Punjab in 
India. Opening a sealed letter directed to him in care 
of the ship from a friend of his godly father, that 
friend urged him “to seek for the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit as the great qualification for mission work.” 
“When I had read that letter;’ said Mr. Hyde, “I 
crumpled it up in anger and threw it on the deck. 
Did this friend think that I had not received the bap- 
tism of the Spirit, or that I would think of going 
to India without this equipment? I was angry. But 
by and by better judgment prevailed, and I picked up 
the letter and read it again. Possibly I did need 
something which I had not yet received. The result 
was that during the rest of that voyage I gave my- 
self much to prayer that I might indeed be filled with 
the Spirit and know by -an actual experience what 
Jesus méant when he said, ‘Ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall 
be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and. Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth’ (Acts 1:8, R. V.).” 

The brief story of his life is recorded by a friend, 
and is about to appear in book form,4 The purpose 
of the book is not so much to bestow a deserved trib- 
ute of praise upom one of the choicest of Twentieth 
Century Christian workers and missionary. witnesses, 
but that the spirit of prayer so needed for the effectual 
finishing of God’s work in the world may be furthered 
in all who are willing no longer to push away from 
them the thought that there is a deeper experience of 
Christ yet possible for them. “Will readers unite in 


Te: fact that John Hyde came later to be called 


1“Praying Hyde,” by Francis A. McGaw, to be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 25 cents. 





prayer that revival fires’: may by the torch of this 
little book be kindled in needy fields all over this 
earth?” Some of the incidents told in this book are 
here given: 


At the first John Hyde was not a remarkable mis- 
sionary. He was slow of speech. When a question 
or a remark was directed to him he seemed not to hear, 
or # he heard he seemed a long time in framing a 
reply. His hearing was slightly defective and this 
it was feared would hinder him in acquiring the 
language. His disposition was gentle and quiet, he 
seemed to be lacking in the enthusiasm and zeal which 
a young missionary should have. He had a wonderful 
pair of blue eyes. They seemed to search into the 
very depth of your inmost being, and they seemed 
also to shine out of the soul of a prophet. 

On arriving in India, he was assigned the usual lan- 
guage study. At first he went to work on this, but 


* later neglected it for Bible study. He was reprimanded 


by the committee, but he replied: “First things first.” 
He argued that he had come to India to teach the 
Bible, and he needed to know it before he could teach 
it. And God by his Spirit wonderfully opened up the 
Scriptures to him. Nor did he neglect language study. 
“He became a correct and easy speaker in Urdu, Pun- 
jabi, and English; but away and above that, he learned 
the language of heaven, and he so learned to speak 
that he held audiences of hundreds of Indians spell- 
pound while he opened to them the truths of God’s 
ord.” ; 

The .Punjab. Prayer-Union was started about the 
time (1904) of the first Sialkot Convention. The 
principles of this union are stated in the form of ques- 
tions which- were signed by those becoming members. 

x. Are you praying for quickening in your own life, in 
the life of your fellow-workers, and in the Church? 

2. Are you longing for greater power of the Holy Spirit 
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In your own life and work, and are you convinced that you 
cannot go on without this power? 

3. Will you pray that you may not be ashamed of Jesus? 

4 Do you believe that prayer is the great means for 
securing this spiritual awakening? 

5. Will you set apart one-half hour each day as soon 
after noon as possible to pray for this awakening, and 
are you willing to pray till the awakening comes? 


John Hyde was associated with this prayer union 
from its beginning and also had a definite part in. 


the Sialkot vention. The members of the prayer 
union lifted up their eyes according to Christ’s eom- 
mand and saw the fields, — white to the harvest. In 
the Book they read the immutable promises of God. 
They saw the one method of obtaining this spiritual 
secs even by prayer. They set themselves 
deliberately, definitely, and desperately to use the 
means till they secured the result. The Sialkot re- 
vival was not an accident nor an unsought breeze 
from heaven. 

God laid a great burden of prayer upon the heart 
of John N. Hyde, R. McCheyne Paterson, and George 
Turner for this wonderful convention. There was 
need for a yearly meeting for Bible study and prayer, 
where the spiritual life of the workers, — pastors, 
teachers, and evangelists, both foreign and native, — 
could be deepened. The church-life in the Punjab (as 
indeed in all India) was far below the Bible standard; 
the Holy Spirit was so little honored in these minis- 
tries that few were being saved from among the Christ- 
less millions. Sialkot was the place selected for this 
meeting, and 1904 became memorable as the date of 
the First Sialkot Convention. 

Before one of the first conventions Hyde and Pater- 
son waited and tarried one whole month before the 
opening day. For thirty days arid thirty nights these 
godly men waited before God in prayer. _ we 
wonder. that there was power in the convention? 
Turner joined them after nine days, so that for 
twenty-one days and twenty-one nights these three 
men. prayed and praised God for a mighty outpouring 
of his power! 

Do you who read these words look at those long- 
continued vigils, those days of fasting and prayer, 
those nights of wakeful watching and intercessions, 
and ‘do you say: “What a price to pay!” Then I 
point you to scores and hundreds of workers quick- 
ened and fitted for the service of Christ; I point you 
to literally thousands prayed into the kingdom, and 
I say unto,you, “Behold, the purchase of such a 
price!” 

At one time John Hyde was told to do something 
and he went and obeyed, but returned to the prayer 
room weeping, confessing that he had obeyed God 
unwillingly, “Pray for me, brethren, that I may do 
this joyfully.” We soon learned after he went out 
that he had been led to obey triumphantly. Then he 
received the promise that he would be the (spiritual) 
father of many children—an Abraham indeed. He 
entered the hall with great joy, and as he came before 
the people, after having obeyed God, he spoke three 
words in Urdu and three in English, repeating them 
three times, “Ai Asmani Bak,” “O Heavenly Father.” 
What followed who can describe? It was as if a 
great ocean came sweeping into that assembly, and 
“suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting.” Hearts were bowed before that 
divine presence as the trees of the wood before a 
mighty tempest. It was the ocean of God’s love be- 
ing outpoured through one man’s obedience. Hearts 
were broken before it. There were confessions of 
sins with tears that were soon changed to joy and 
then to shouts of rejoicing. Truly, we were filled with 
new wine — the new wine of Heaven! 

See an example of how this agony of soul in John 
Hyde was reflected in one- who was a daughter in 
Christ to him. An Indian Christian girl was at this 
convention. Her father had compelled her to neglect 
Christ’s claims upon her. In the prayer room she was 
convicted of her sin and told how her heart was be- 
ing torn away from her father to Christ. One could 
almost see the springing tendrils of her heart as the 
power of the love of Christ came upon her. It was 
a terrible time. Then she asked us to pray for her 
father. We began to pray, and suddenly the great 
burden for that soul was cast upon us, and the room 
was filled with sobs and cries for one whom most 
of us had never seen or heard of before. Strong 
men lay on the ground groaning in agony for that 
soul. here was not a dry eye in that place until 
at last God gave us the assurance that prayer had 
been heard. 

In the spring following the toto Sialkot Convention 
John Hyde started home as the physicians would say 
a “dying man.” When he arrived in England, he went 
to visit some friends in Wales, intending later to at- 
tend the Keswick Convention. While in Wales he 
heard that Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and Mr. Charles 
M. Alexander, on their world-wide evangelistic tour, 
were holding a meeting at Shrewsbury. With two of 
his friends he went to the opening of this campaign. 
During the first stay of three days a friend writes: 
“We greatly enjoyed the services, but we realized that 
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there was some great hindrance, and this was felt 
especially 
‘After that service we saw that the burden had 


next day he asked 
at the hotel for the following week. ... .” 
Here is Dr. Chapman's letter: 


“I know that all great revivals are born of prayer. 
At one of our missions in England the audience was 
extremely small— results seemed ixapossible— but I 
received a note saying that an American missionary 
was coming to the town pad ane gens & eee God's 
blessing down upon our work. e was known as 
‘The Praying Hyde.’ Almost instantly the tide turned. 
The hall was ed, and my first invitation meant 
fifty men for Jesus Christ. As we were leaving I 
said: ‘Mr. Hyde, I want you to pray for me.’ He 
came to my room, turned the key in the door, dropped 
on his knees, waited five minutes without a single 
syllable coming from his lips. I could hear my own 
heart thumping and his beating. I felt the hot tears 
running down my face. I knew I was with 
Then with upturned face, down which the tears were 
streaming, he said: ‘O God!’ Then for five minutes 
at least, he was still again, and then when he knew 


he was talking with God his arm went around my’ 


shoulder, and there came up from the depth of his 
heart such petitions for men as I had never heard be- 
fore, I rose from my knees to know what real prayer 
was.” 

















4 . e 
When is a Lie Right? 

I find in the Old Testament four instances where 
God's followers or agents told lies, aud in none of these 
cases was the liar punished or even rebuked, so far 
as the record indicates. 

First, we find in Joshua 2:4, 5, that a heathen wo- 
man, Rahab, told a lie to save the lives of two Israel- 
ites. 

In « Samuel 21:2 David lied to save his own life. 

First Kings 22:15 shows how a prophet told an un- 
truth to save himself and his servant. 

In 2 Kings 6:19, we find that a prophet, Elisha, lied 
to a king’s messengers without any apparent feason. 

Unconverted persons and even some Christians ad- 
duce these instances to prove that iying is' sometimes 
justifiable. And yet we are told in the Word that “all 
liars shall have their part in the lake that burns with 
fire.” I cannot bring myself to believe that the Lord 
approves of lying under any circumstances. The sub- 
ject to me is one of great difficulty—An Ohio Reader. 


all that 
riptural 


There is no real difficulty in understandin 
we need to about the lie, if certain simple 
principles are kept in mind. 

The central one of these is that God, who is the 
truth, cannot lie. And what God himself cannot do, 
he cannot authorize man to do. For example, while 
murder is a sin, not all taking of human life is a sin; 
God can and does take human life, and God in his 
Word authorizes man to take human life, in capital 
punishment, under certain circumstances. But God 
cannot lie. Lying is essentially Satan’s character- 
istic, and Satan’s great work. Our Lord Jesus, who 
said, “I am . . . the truth” (John 14:6), said also 
“The devil . . . standeth not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, 
he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father thereof”: (John 8: 44). 

Therefore a lie, which is a falsifying of the truth, 
is never of God, but is always of Satan. When we 
lie, we leave God and follow Satan; we take our- 
selves out from under God’s control and blessing, 
and we put ourselves under Satan’s control and —to 
say the least— utter absence of blessing. The lie 
is in the realm of death, which is Satan’s realm, as the 
truth is in the realm of life, which is Christ’s realm, 
— who is “the truth and the life.” 

But in studying what the Bible has to say about the 
lie, we may distinguish here, as always, between what 
is recorded in the Bible and what is taught in the 
Bible. Bible history and Bible teachings may be quite 
different. The inspired and infallible history in the 
Word of God records many tragic breaks, on the 
part of God’s. children, with God’s teachings. 

Thus we_are told, as the Ohio reader points out, 
of lies by David, and by the prophet Micaiah, and by 
Rahab. These facts are stated because they are true 
history; but there is no approval, in God’s Word, of 
these lies. Rahab was approved for her faith in God, 
not for the lie in which she expressed that faith. She 
was saved, not for doing well, for no one has ever 
been or ever can be saved for that. She was saved 
because she believed: in God. David, whose gross 
sins are recorded, was not approved for those sins, 
but for his faith in God. - 

In the incident in 2 Kings 4, Elisha the 
prophet did not lie when the messengers of the king 
of Syria came to Dothan in the hope of capturing 
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Elisha. This prophet, plainly acting under God's 
guidance and empowering, — for God had just smit- 
ten the hosts of the king of Syria with blindness be- 
cause Elisha prayed for this,—said to them: “This 
is not the way, neither is this the city; follow me, 
and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. And 
he led them to Samaria.” Elisha knew that Dothan 
was not the way nor the city for God’s purposes with 
those enemies of Israel; he kept his word and 
brought them, in Samaria, to the man whom they 
were seeking, himself. 

It is important, often, to distinguish between con- 
cealment and untruth. It is sometimes a duty to 
conceal certain facts from those who have no right 
to know them, provided we speak the truth in so 
doing, and utter no falsehoods. 

Sunday School Times to discuss this al- 
ways vital and practical question of the truth and the 
lie, more fully in a later issue. Meantime the Editor 
will welcome letter from readers telling of any strik- 
ing experiences they have had, or have known of, 
when telling the truth brought a blessing in spite of 
the fact that a lie seemed the only “safe” thing. 

- Perhaps the fullest and most mg 0 discussion of 
the lie, from the standpoint of the Bible and of prac- 
tic#l expediency as well, is in a book written by the 
late H. Clay Trumbull, “A Lie Never Justifiable” 

The Sunday School Times Co,, 1031 Walnut Street, 

iladelphia, $1.50). . It makes very plain the dif- 
ference between justifiable concealment and the lie; 
and it shows why the latter is always unjustifiable 
and disastrous. 

* y - 


Keswick Plans Changed 


_ Stony Brook chosen for Victorious Life 
Conference this summer 


T DOES not now seem possible to complete the 

work on the buildings at “America’s Keswick,” and 
to consummate the many other arrangements for 
needed workers and helpers; in time to hold the annual 
Eastern Victorious Life Conference there next month, 
as had been hoped. A gracious invitation from Dr. 
John F. Carson, of the Stony Brook Assembly at 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y., to hold the con- 
ference there in case the work could not be com- 
pleted in time at Keswick, has been accepted with deep 
appreciation. 

Many readers of The Sunday School Times and 
other friends have given generously in money and 
prayers for the work at Keswick. God’s leading, as 
repeatedly announced in these columns, had seemed 
unmistakably to point toward Keswick for this sum- 
mer’s conference. But the Council of the Victorious 
Life Testimony, after recent earnest prayer and study 
of the whole situation, believe that His leading is now 
to accept the offer of Stony Brook for this summer, 
while at the same time going on vigorously with the 
completing of Keswick, as early as possible, as a large 
conference center for gatherings the year around, and 
as a rest home for missionaries and other Christian 
workers. 

There will be no turning aside or abatement of the 
work of preparing Keswick according to plans already 
outlined. The prayers and gifts of all who are in- 
terested are earnestly asked. Some $19,000 is needed 
to furnish the minimum of equipment needed at Kes- 
wick; will you be one of those who are giving at least 
one dollar to this? The total amount received in 
cash and pledges is $12,882.52. Contributions or pledges 
may sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and pam- 
phlets will be sent, upon request, describing proposed 
plans for Keswick, and giving photographs of the 
natural beauties of this place. 

Meantime registrations for the Victorious Life Con- 
ference “the third full week of July” (July 14-22) 
at Stony Brook should be sent promptly in order to 
secure room reservation, as the accommodations are 
limited, and assignments will be made to those first 
applying, until all rooms have been filled. The Stony 
Brook Assembly very graciously gives the same 
rates for room and board as those which had been 
announced for Keswick, although these are lower 
than the Stony Brook rates. They will be, in addi- 
tion to the $3 for registration, $15 per person for a 
room containing three or more, $18 per person for a 
room containing two. Special rates will be quoted for 
single rooms, and for rooms outside the hotels. 

Stony Brook is fifty-three miles east of New York 
City on the north shore of Long Island. 

Full information may be had by addressing the Vic~ 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Speakers for the conference include the Rev. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas; the Rev. W. Talbot Hindley, Vicar 
of St. John’s Church, London; Mr. Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times, and a 
number of others. Mr. Robert Harkness, perhaps the 
best known piano accompanist in* evangelistic work 
to-day, will enrich the musical ministry of the con: 
ference: 



















































Matthew 3: 1-17; 11 + 2-15; 
; Luke fr: 5-80; John 1 : 6-37 





NDO-CHINA promises mass movements rivaling 
those of India in the near future. They have in- 
deed In Northern Burma, close to the 
Chinese frontier, sixteen thousand had been baptized 
as long ago as 1917. The fire has leaped the frontier 
and more than ten thousand have come into the 
church in the Chinese province of Yiinnan. These 
people on both sides of the boundary line are Lahus 
and Was, the latter fierce héad-hunters who for gen- 
erations have raided ceful Chinese villages as the 
Pequots once raided Puritan settlements in Connecti- 
cut, burning homes and carrying away heads with 
queues to use as protecting charms against the ever 
menacing spirit world. The British government 

so little relished contact with them that it has simply 
marked their country “unadministered territory” and 
let it go at that. Yet these people are coming ten 
days’ journey with presents of ponies and lump silver 
to beg for the good news of the Kingdom. 


The Lahus have a tradition of two heavenly mes- 
sengers who at a crisis in their history comforted 
them with the promise of a white teacher coming at 
some future day to tell them the way of eternal life. 
They call their country, therefore, Sankaishin Muhmyi, 
“the land of those who seek a blessing.” They are 
related to the Karens of Burma and Karen mission- 
aries are playing a noble part in their Christianiza- 
tion. Mr. S. B. Thaw, a Karen supported by the: 
Moulmein church, is at present in Yiinnan translat- 
ing John’s Gospel into Lahu. Another Karen church 
has released its pastor for Lahu evangelization. About 
forty native workers are preaching in connection with 
the-American Baptist mission and a Bible school is 
projected for the preparation of-Lahu and Wa evan- 
gelists. Mr.’ Young looks for the baptism of ten 
thousand Was presently. Yet it is but a few years 
since he had to send a Bible in which all of Christ’s 
missionary commands were underscored, to the Brit- 
ish authorities before he could induce them to let him 
enter, at his own risks, the dangerous Wa country. 


In Northern Siam there are Similar Movements.— 
A great awakening at Chien-rung has been followed by 
mass movements to the north at Muang Chung and 
Muang Ya. Mrs. Dodd, the wife of that great Pres- 
byterian missionary to the Tai, William Dodd, who 
is bravely continuing single-handed the’ pioneering 
work of her husband, writes, 

“Four more villages have come in since the perse- 
cution began. There are over a thousand converts 
now in Muang Ya alone. The work the Lord is do- 
ing here is the most wonderful thing I have ever seen. 
The new converts are strong, intelligent, industrious, 
well-dressed people. Chinese from the hills and 
heathen Tai have attacked them, but they stand firm, 
saying they will die for the Lord if necessary.” 

The Siamese churches farther south are sending 

Christian families to settle among and teach the new 
believers. Eleven elders from Chiengmai churches 
have also left home to spend six months as volunteer 
teachers. Those who cannot go are forming prayer 
circles to support their representatives. It is worth 
noting that cases of healing in answer to prayer are 
being reported in this movement. 
, The Rev. Hugh Taylor, who has been evangeliz- 
ing several months among the Tais along the Cam- 
bodia River, says, “I doubt if in any of the annals 
of missionary work there has been recorded a more 
eager, earnest reception of the Word of God than 
we have had since we crossed the border of Siam. 
I have gone to bed at night so tired that I felt like 
crying and a hundred men, heathen men, below me on 
the ground. were repeating over to one another the 
story of the cross and the way of salvation as they 
heard it during the evening. And oh, how they beg 
for Gospels! It’s the hardest thing in the world to 
have to refuse them.” 

In Eastern Siam, where this movement is on, the 
Buddhist temples are falling to pieces and the priests 
have. quite generally disappeared. 


The Lushais of the Burma-India frontier, evan- 
gelized by English Baptists, are rapidly turning to 
Christ.: Churches and schools under native pastors 
are well established in hundreds of villages. The 
people are evangelizing the heathen tribes about them. 
Perhaps a third of this racial group is now Chris- 
tian. and the successful evangelization of the rest is 
but a matter of time. 

The Garos of Assam,;two hundred thousand, have in 
their midst a flourishing church of eight thousand Bap- 
tists, Last year saw an ingathering of nine hundred and 
thirty-two ex-head-hunters, the largest in the history 
of the mission. A Bible class for teachers meets an- 
nually at.the Garo church at Gologhat, and is in ses- 
sion for a month. The list of those attending is a 
gladsome witness to the way in which the great mul- 
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titude of Revelation g: 9 is being rapidly drawn from 
all nations and kindreds and peoples and tongues. It 
included twenty Assamese, eighty-one Mundas, eleven 
Garos, ten ins, nine Mikirs, six Urias, four 
Urangs, three Bhumijas, Santals, Nepaulese, 
Khariyas, Bengalis, Telugus, Nagas, —a total of one 
hundred and seventy-six, 


Making the Nile a River of God.—The Gospel was 
carried to the South Seas in the old days in little 


mission sailing ships. In our time it has gone with 
the Fukuin ru from island to island in the Inland 
Sea of Japan. Now it was borne al the Nile from 


village to village by Mr. W. L. McClenahan’s house- 
boat (Permanent address, Maadi, Egypt). From the 
Assuan to Cairo every single village on the closely 
studded map is within easy access of the river, and 
no more practicable plan could be devised both for 
e lizing and for strengthening the little frees 
of istians, than this slow journeying down t’s 
watery highway. 

A recent bulletin shows the people to be, for Mos- 
lems, wonderfully accessible. Mr, McClenahan even 
thinks that a Maslem mass movement is possible. At 
one point they are singularly open to Christianity. 
They believe that Christ is coming, and that we are 
now in the last days. “The simple announcement 
that we bring the Word of God and the good news 
that Christ is coming soon is eno h.” They are 
immediately at attention. This leads to questions, 
and then to the great subject of salvation by faith 
in Christ. s ‘ 

There is another point of contact that quickly brings 
these Moslems en rapport with the missionary. Crude 
pictures of Abraham preparing to sacrifice Isaac and 
of the ram in the thicket are common in Egyptian 
Mohammedan homes. It is easy to explain how the 
Old Testament story is typical of the sacrificial min- 
istry of our Lord. 9 i 

“It is true, all they are saying,” said one old sheik 
after listening to the itinerating’ missionaries; “We 
do need clean hearts, Their message is good.” The 
Moslem women are especially h for the Gos- 

1. “At times it seemed overpowering. Miss S. and 
scales both talking at the same time. For one only 








From the New Report of 
London Missionary Society 


Unbelief is probably due more to dark forces in 
human nature than to intellectual difficulties. When cere- 
bral giants such as Newton, Pascal, Milton, Gladstone, 
Pasteur, and Lord Kelvin accept historic Christianity 
we can be sure that naked Papuans, the intellectuals 
of New Guinea, could do so if only their hearts 
were right. But a note from the Report says, 

“The heathen forces in the villages are strong and 
well-organized. Young men who profess the Chris- 
tian faith are chaffed at for their Psalm-singing, and 
the crudest ideas of nineteenth century agnosticism 
are thrown at the more intelligent.” 


Here is the story of a Chinese school-master, in 


‘other words, a man of education, who hates Christian- 


ity as an alien superstition. One of his boys, eleven 
years of age, found his way to a Sunday-school. The 
teacher, to punish him, placed his hand on a table and 
then nailed it down, 

Which was at fault here, head or heart? 

The terrible famine of 1921 claims space in the 
Keport. One sentence alone there is room to quote. 
When the dread scourge came the Chinese turned in- 
stinctively to the Christian church as the only door 
of escape. “Chiu ming ti lai hao,” they cried, “The 
life-saver has come.” 

The Gospel is good news to those who accept it, 
not to others. The aged pastor Ta’an, out on a win- 
ter evangelizing tour, was held up by robbers. When 
he proved to them that he was a pastor they invited 
him to smoke with them and tell them about Jesus 
Christ. Smoke he would not, but he did preach 
Christ, apparently reasoning of righteousness and 
judgment to come. They gave him back his money. 
“When I left,” he said in recounting the incident, “I 
do not know which was the more frightened, my- 
self or the robbers.” 


From Pulivendla in. Teluguland comes the story of 
a number of young men, -none mission. agents, who 
last hot weather left their homes and families liter- 
ally following the New Testament injunction in tak- 
ing with them neither mogpey nor food, and for many 
weeks toured through the Telugu courtry. Their 
preaching made a great impression,. especially when 
- mee known that they were not employed by any- 
ody. 











By Ernest Gordon 


to speak would have been a loss, as the people were 
excited and a shouting to each other what we 
were saying and telling each other to listen.” 

In one village a woman after followin gga 4 
broke out with, “I am from the village Edwa. e 
are Kufara [unbelievers], and our hearts are black. 
I will gather all the women of the village to hear you 
and tell them you have come to explain how our 
hearts may be cleansed from sin.” 

“You'll not forget what Christ has done for you?” 
asked one of the band of a traveler he had been 
teaching as they walked the road together. “Forget 
it! Why, I’m going to tell it to everybody.” 


The Missions of Asiatic Churches.—The church 
in China, India, and elsewhere is reaching out towards 
an independent status,—an encouraging sign of 
growth. More yoy a | still is the way it is pre- 

aring to share the Gospel with unevangelized areas. 
The National Missionary Society of India, formed 
in 1905, is a purely Indian erqumention for covering 
ground in India not yet evangelized. It is working in 
six districts, Montgomery in the Punjab, Nukkar in 
the United Provinces, Rewah in Central India, Kar- 
fat and Karnara in the Bombay Presidency, and Oma- 
lore in the Madras Presiden It has fourteen mis- 
sionaries and twenty-four helpers. The work in the 
Punjab has been blessed with an ingathering of over 
two thousand. The society is now considering mis- 
sions to Tibet and Mesopotamia. 

China, too, has its National Home ieemgal So- 
ciety manned and directed wholly by Chinese. It has 

own from a membership of seven in 1918 with an 
income of $185. to a membership of 4,393 and an_in- 
come of $8,723 in 1922. It has nine missionaries at 
work in remote Yiinnan, among them graduates of 
the Hackett Medical School, Canton Ginling College, 
and the North China Women’s College. Four thous- 
and mite boxes are out, and a strong prayer league 
founded. Early in 1922 the missionary branch of the 
Scottish and Irish Missionary Society of Manchuria 
united with the China Society. 


Korea with its intense evangelical life has, as 
would be expected, the best record for foreign mis- 
sion activity. Eight pastors minister to one hundred 
congregations in Manchuria; two preach to Koreans 
and Russians in Vladivostok; a Korean pastor shep- 
herds twenty-five groups far up in central Siberia, 
the only foreign Protestants preaching to Russians in 
Siberia; two pastors are evangelizing the great island 
of Quelpart in the Yellow Sea; one ministers to eight 
congregations, Korean and Japanese, in Tokyo; four 
Korean pastors, a doctor, and wives, are conducting 
sixteen Chinese churches and six day-schools in 
Shantung, turned over to their exclusive care by the 
Presbyterian Board. 


That there should be at least 300,000 Koreans in 
Siberia and probably many more will come as a sur- 
prise to many. They began to wander thither in 
famine days fifty years ago and are now thoroughly 
naturalized as artisans, merchants, and farmers, dress- 
ing as Europeans, and living in semi-foreign style, 
Many are members of the Russian church and speak 
Russian fluently. Latterly young Koreans have come 
from the homeland and opened schools in the villages, 

Fourteen years ago a Korean immigrant started 
['rayer-meetings in Vladivostok, and from this be- 
ginning evangelical church life has so developed that 
at present there are about eighty places where Chris- 
tian services are held by. Siberian Koreans. This 
movement has suffered from the intolerance of the 
Russian clergy, but with the decadence of their power 
persecution has died down. The Russian Evangel- ‘ 
ical church, which is waxing strong in Siberia, co- 
operates v-ith these Siberian Koreans. 


In Sumatra Also.—The great Rhenish mission on 
Sumatra is one of the glories of Protestantism, lit- 
tle as most English-speaking people know of it, and 
its apostle Nommensen is in the front rank of his 
calling. The Christian Bataks, who now number two 
hundred thousand have, as their brethren in China 
and India, so far attained Christian self-conscious- 
ness as ‘to form their own missionary-society. This 
is guided by a committee of three Bataks and two 
missionaries. Branches have been formed in ‘the par- 
ishes. While the new-found opportunities for official] 
station and committee debate often lead to amusing 
incident, the society and its meetings are a serious 
thing indeed. The ultimate aim is the evangelization 
of the Moslems of Sumatra and Java, and while 
the way here is at present to a great extent barred, 
Batak missionaries -are active among their own peo- 
ple, who are scattered over the whole of the Dutch 
East Indies. Being an industrious and gifted race, 
Bataks are in demand everywhere, —on plantations, 
m stores and offices, in the post and telegraph service, 
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The native evangelists seek these out, preaching to 
the unconverted and str ening the Christians. 
They are received “as angels of ” by these iso- 
lated churchmen. The mission sends a monthly 
printed sermon to them and also the Batak parish 
paper, Immanuel. Books, too, are distributed at the 
expense of the native mission. society’s income 
is riclag. In 1920 it was 6,000 gulden; in 1921 double 
that. It is curious to learn that even in this remote 
corner the enemy is sowing tares, Bolshevik litera- 
ture is being sent to Bataks as to Hindus and Chinese. 


Mission Incidents.—Mr. Liang, a recent convert, is 
devoted to his sick mother, and in heathen days for 
her healing vowed to throw himself from the high- 
est point of a temple. The priests of the temple, sus- 
pecting his plans, kept watch, but he succeeded in 
eluding them, climbed to the roof and jumped. Re- 
sult, a maimed back and two sick instead of one! 

Next this incomparable son, following another 
superstition, cut a piece of flesh from his own body 
the size of a tomato and cooked it. The mother who 
was to be cured by eating it, tasted but could not 
swallow it. Another disappointment! The poor man 
was finally brought to Christ by reading a Gospel 
and listening to the explanations of the colporteur 
who sold it to him, 


A woman swept into the Methodist mass move- 
ment in India was sent by the Rev. John Harris back 
to her village to bring in her relatives before her 
baptism should be permitted. In five years she re- 
turned and announced that the condition had been 
fulfilled. Mr. Harris accompanied her home and 
baptized four hundred people, her converts! Four 
of them have gone to the Bible training school to 
prepare for the ministry. 


A novel proof of conversion comes from Chang- 
chow, Kiangsu, where Chinese Christians visit the 
city prison once a month to preach Christ. After 
several such services thirty prisoners enrolled them- 
selves as inquirers, Unfortunately a tew days after 
about fifty convicts broke out and the city was in con- 
stérnation at the thought of this band of ruffians 
abtoad. At this juncture Dr. Wang, the leader of 
the preaching band, received a letter from the inquirers 
in jail stating that they feared the Christian com- 
munity would doubt the honesty of their attitude. 
They explained, herefore, that although all had had 
a chance to escape not one had done so, and the 
letter was sent to set the minds of the Christians 
at rest. 


By-products of Christian teaching in India have 
often been commented on, but I know of hardly any 
one more striking than that which Bishop Fisher has 
mentioned in a recent address. After describing his 
rededication of an old Hindu temple to Jesus Christ 
and the baptism of the priest and all the members of 
the caste in the neighborhood, he went on to tell of 
conversation with an Italian artist with whom he 


crossed the Bay of Bengal. This artist had been hired, 


by Hindus to refresco their old temples, painting out 
the pictures of obscene incidents and replacing them 
with Gospel pictures, such as certain illustrating the 
parable of the sower. 


New Hampton, N. H. 








One of China’s Greatest Women 
By Rosalind Goforth 














V/ Ren holding meetings with my husband in the 
city of Changsha, the capital of Hunan, I had 
the privilege of meeting Miss seng, a Chinese lady, 
the grandniece of a famous Marquis Tseng. In the 
center of that great congested city are the beau- 
sg grounds and Temple of the ancient Tseng fam- 


ily. 

Although I can give but the briefest outline of 
Miss Tseng’s story it will be to you, as it was to-us, 
exceedingly interesting. When a child of about twelve, 
-and at that time still a heathen, she took a strong in- 
dependent stand regarding wine-drinking, card-play- 
ing, gambling, and smoking, all of which were cus- 
tomary in her class for even children to do. Later, 
when she became a Christian, she naturally took a 
very out-and-out stand regarding all matters of con- 
duct and morals. She spent some years in a Chris- 
tian school, and then went to England under the 
care of an English lady missionary. She was fre- 
quently invited to visit or dine with people of rank 
and culture. At such times she was often shocked 
at what she saw, when her fellow-guests would 
smoke cigarettes, women as well as men, drink wine, 
and play cards. At such times, though often tempted, 
for appearance’ sake, to yield when urged to join in 
these things, she remained tiue to her convictions 
of what was right. 

Miss Tseng is now the Lady Principal of a large 
girls’ school, and the place where this school is held 
is in the old ancestral Temple and gardens of her 
forefathers. No school we have yet visited in China 
showed better discipline and closer attention to all 
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that goes to the make-up of an ideal school than 
this school of Miss Tseng’s. The pupils are from 
homes of rahk and influence, and one can scarcely 
overestimate the power for good which this lady now 
exercises in the life of that great center. Miss Tseng 
has as assistant the English lady missionary under 
whose care she remained while in England. ; 

Miss Tseng s English almost perfectly, and 
is a public _—_ of much power, we were told. 
While in ae we heard of her addressing a 
mass-meeting of students one Sunday afternoon w 
fifteen hundred were present. Miss Tseng is looked 






How two teachers get ready 
for Gunliorackoat 





ernoon for the following Sunday, that I may have 
time to make careful preparation, and that I may 
have time during the week to meditate on the lesson, 
and gather added material ‘to use in teaching it. 
My plan has been, first, to bring myself to -realize 
that what I am going to study is really God’s Word, 


| exrcon the preparation of the lesson Sunday aft- 


a real message from to man, a real revelation 
from God, authenticated by hundreds of fulfilled 
prophecies; that I am going to prepare to teach a real, 
actual message from God to man; that I am to teach 
this real message from God to responsible beings who 
will spend eternity in heaven or in hell; that by faith- 
ful teaching I may lead those whom I shall teach who 
are lost, who have not received the S»viour as their 
Redeemer who gave himself for us that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity (Titus 2:13, 14), to be 
saved, to spend eternity in heaven; and t by un- 
— teaching I may leave them to spend eternity 
in hell. 

Second, I then bow in prayer and pray our Father 
in heaven that the Holy Spirit may teach me, because 
the Saviour promised that the Spirit would be our 
teacher. ; 

I then take a sheet of paper and divide it between 
the verses of the lesson, leaving space for writing 
down the ‘lessons learned from each verse. I then 
study the Scripture lesson verse by verse, and write 


* down on my sheet of paper, under each verse, the 


lessons learned from that verse. For instance, if the 
lesson were the Twenty-third Psalm, I would have on 
my sheet of paper, 


Verse 1. 1. “SuHepnern.” The protection and life of 
the sheep depends on the shepherd, not 
on the sheep. 


2. “Tue Lorn is my shepherd” —not my 
church, nor my baptism, nor my good 
life, nor my moral character. 


3. “Is” —not “will be when I die,” but here 


and now. “He that believeth on the 
sy hath everlasting life” (John 3: 
36). - 


“My” —a personal matter. Is he yours? 

. “Not want.”—I may not have all I would 

like to have; but “I shall not want.” 

. “SHALL Not.” — It is absolutely certain. 

“T.”— Not people in general, but-a per- 
sonal matter. Oh, is he yours? Will 
you let him be? Will you accept him 
as yours here and now? 


PO we 


All this being true, then from love for such a shep- 
herd let us live faithful, true, consecrated lives. 


Having studied the Scripture lessor-closely, and real- 
izing that the Holy Spirit, the Great Teacher, can and 
does teach us through others, I then study the lesson 
helps and the best Commentaries, p!acing on my sheet 
of paper under each verse the lessons learned from 
that verse and the illustrations suited to the lessons 
drawn from the verse. 

I then study my notes to decide which lessons shall 
be given the most emphasis; the lessons most needful 
to the class; the lessons best adapted to the class. 

I then go to my books of illustrations to find suit- 
able illustrations for the points of special emphasis, 
and write down the “catch words” of each illustration 
under verse and lesson where it is to be used. 

If there be any connection, Scriptural or otherwise, 
between the lesson and the lesson of the previous Sun- 
day, as there usually is, I make a study of the inter- 
vening Scriptures, and prepare to give the class a 
quick review of the previous Sunday’s lesson, and a 
brief outline of the intervening Scriptures, or of any 
other connection between the two lessons. 

Following this, I study to make a practical appli- 
cation of the lesson of the day, and study specially 
to make the last two to five minutes of the lesson pe- 
riod intensely impressive to the class. 

I then study my notes closely, committing them te 
memory, that I may not have to look on my notes 
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up to Chinese and foreigners alike, and is un- 
doubtedly one of the strongest women to stand for 
all that is best for her country we have in China 
to-day. é 
We praise God that Miss Tseng and not a few 
like her are being raised up at this time to meet what 
might truly be termed a women’s crisis. We pray 
that these women may be brave and true to the high- 
est, and may be kept from lowe their standards 
to meet the tide of a lowered standard ioh seems 
to be setting in from Western lands. 

KIKUNGSHAN, CHINA, . 






vento the recitation period and thus detract from the 
lesson. 

Saturday night I eat lightly and retire early, that 
I may get a good night’s sleep that my body and 
mind may be refreshed and be better prepared for 
the work of teaching the class. 

Sunday morning I eat lightly or not at all that 
the mind may be free and alert. 

I then go over my notes carefully, that I may get ~ 
them well in mind, and again try to decide on the 
points of special emphasis. 

Then, before going to my class I pray that the 
Holy Spirit may fill me and guide me in the teach- 
ing of the lesson; guide me as to what I should teach 
and the way in which I should teach it; and that He 
will open the hearts of the class to receive the les- 
sons, and will impress the lessons on their minds and 
lives—T. T. Martin, Blue Mountain, Miss. 


© 
How I Prepare the Lesson for Boys 


HE class or classes of Junior boys, boys of ages 

from nine to thirteen years: inclusive, are gen- 
erally considered as “the thorn in the flesh” for the 
average Sunday-school and the teacher. I must con- 
fess that at times they are a “thorn in the flesh,” but 
each thorn means there are roses near, so I look for 
the roses in the difficulties. 

I make it a rule to. commence my lesson preparation - 
on the afternoon of the Sunday previous. At that 
time the former lesson is fresh in my mind, so it does 
not require much bringing-up preparation, except to 
work out the connection in time and action, and the 
like, between the old lesson and thé new one. I have 
found that I can get the best results by beginning and 
closing the week’s preparation with straight Bible 
study and prayer, so the first thing on Sunday after- 
noon I have a moment of prayer — silent prayer if it 
is impossible to get off to myself. My thought in it 
is to ask for guidance and interpretation in the pre- 
paring of the lesson. 

I then turn to my Bible. If the lessons are consec- 
utive in reference to time and geography, and if it is ° 
not too long a space in between the lessons, I read 
from the close of the former lesson through the next 
one. If the space between the two lessons is too long, 
I merely glance over it hurriedly, so as to get. the 
general connection. I then re-read the Scripture pas- 
sage for the new lesson. Following this, I sit back 
and try to think for myself just what the lessons are, | 
in the passage. I find it handy to make use of a pen- 
cil and scratch-paper to jot down my thoughts in a 
brief form. « * 

Not until this time do I take up anything except 
my Bible. Now I turn to my Sunday-school teacher’s 
quarterly and the copy of The Sunday School Times 
that contains the lesson. By glancing over my quar- 
terly I am able to re-arrange or re-shape my own 
eg to harmonize with the central thought of the 
esson. 

My first thought in the Times is “Say, Fellows —” 
department. This gets my mind running -along like 
that of a boy. From this I turn to “The Lesson Pilot.” 
I follow this closely with my Bible near at hand. I 
look up all the references that are. made in the “Pilot,” 
taking in “This Week’s Teaching Principle,” “The 
Lesson as a Whole,” Dr. Smellie’s discussion, “The 
One-Minute Mission Talk,” “The Busy Men’s Cor- 
ner,” and “The [llustration Round-Table.” 

I find that this gives me a good foundation. After 
finishing “The Lesson Pilot,” I return to “The Illus- 
tration Round-Table” with my scissors. Not all of 
the illustrations are such as would interest boys, so I 
cut out only those that would appeal to them. Some 
of these illustrations I can use verbatim. Quite a 
few need to be given a boy coloring. Some I find 
give suggestions for boys’ illustrations that I can 
make up myself. Before laying the paper aside, I cut 
out the “Lesson Cartoon.” 

This finishes my Sunday preparations, exoept for 
a few minutes of thought as to whether I can think 
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Matthew “3: 1-17; 11 : 2-153 


Lesson for July 1 
Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37 


. Mark 6: 14-29; 


of good illustrations on the lesson in any book I have 
read. If I think of any, I go to these books and re- 
read the part that has the illustration to freshen it in 
my mind — taking brief notes if necessary. 

From fifteen to thirty minutes are used each day — 
preferably in the evening, shortly before retiring — to 
give more thought to the Sunday-school lesson. Dur- 
ing these times the Scripture passage, the background, 
and all the con rary passages to the lesson are 
studied and organized for presentation. No paper 
that gives any thought or discussion to the lesson slips 
by without my glancing over it for some possible new 

tions. 
daily ayy 9 contributes to my preparation 
for the lesson for boys. My Sunday afternoon’s 
work places the central thought and lessons from that 
_ one lesson in my mind. As I read the local newspaper 
from day to day, I run on to many current events or 
local happenings that bear upon the thought of the 
I cut out each one of these and place them 
with my other illustrations and lesson material. Some 
murder, where an uncontrolled temper, jealousy, or 
the like, enters, furnishes a good illustration. 
big accomplishment by a local person or a national 
one, furnishes illustrations. The sporting page of the 
per gives the most illustrations. Every boy is a 
ver of eet, and a sport illustration means more 
to them any other kind. An athlete who has 
made good through practise and training gives a vivid 
illustration, as well as the one who falls because of 
lack of training and dissipation. 

During the week, I try to think of some concrete 
thing I can take before the class as an illustration of 
For instance, when the les- 
peanut to class with me. I 

then took it out, but left 
in my closed hand. I told the boys I 
had something in hand that nobody had ever seen, 
ing the hand and showing it to them I 
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had enough faith in my word to believe I had such 
a thing, to raise their hands. A little over half raised 
their hands. I opened my hand and showed them the 
peanut. I shelled the nut and showed them the kernel, 
a thing that nobody had ever seen before. After show- 
ing it to all the boys, I put it in my mouth and ate it, 
and nobody has seen it since. Then I drove home 
the meaning of faith. 

With all of this preparation, I come up to Saturday 
night for the finale of it. Nothing can draw me away 
from my time on Saturday evening for finishing the 
preparation for the class of boys. I organize my 
material in such a manner’ that I can lay aside every- 
thing except my Bible, the lesson cartoon, and the 
concrete illustration, and yet go over the entire les- 
son in my mind. It is my endeavor to have a live 
illustration for starting the lesson, besides about fif- 
teen or twenty others for reserve during the lesson 
presentation. Never have I been obliged to use all of 
them, and I hope I never shall. In my mind is an out- 
line of my own for the coming Sunday-school lesson. 
—Leslie E. Dunkin, West Lafayette, Ind. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 























The earnest expectation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons of God (Rom. 
8:19). 

POKARADOKIA, earnest expectation, is liter- 

ally the watching with heads stretched forward, 
{t is the attitude of eager anticipation. The word is 
sharacteristically enough peculiar to New Testament 
Greek. The pagan classical world, as the pagan mod- 
ern world, had no eager anticipations, not even the mild 
illusions of social evolution. “Who cares about the 
world two hundred years from now?” said the ultra- 
progressive and pagan London Nation in a recent 

der. “The Greeks in their serious moods,” wrote 
Prof. William James of the classic world, “were un- 
mitigated pessimists.” They were not watching with 
straining eyes and outstretched necks for a rescuing 
sail. They had sunk back into dull despair. 


Watch ye therefore: for ye know know not 
when the master of the house cometh, at even, or 
— or at the cock-crowing (Mark 13: 
35). 

Mark alone includes the cockcrowing, alektorophon- 
ias, in his catalogue of the hours, and Mark was Peter’s 
sospel. Was this a wistful reference to the cock- 
crowing of the denial which followed our Lord’s Geth- 
semane words, “Watch and pray lest ye enter into 
temptation” ? 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. A catalogue sent on request. 
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For Children at Home 


New Testament Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 


The Purpose of the Problems 


To give you practise in locating Scripture. 

To fix in your mind some important Bible numbers. 

To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible stories, 

To lead you to some helpful facts about the Bible. : 
To try you out in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 








Problem 5 


D)VIDE the number of sheep that a man is said 
originally to have had, in Matthew 18: 12, by the 
number of virgins spoken of in the parable. of Mat- 
thew 25:1 and add to this the number of waterpots 
brought to Jesus at the Cana wedding (John 2:6), 
and it will give you the n of the verse of the 
“Golden Text of the Bible” found in John’s Gos- 
pel, and if you will subtract from this the number of 
disciples who went away into Galilee into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them (Matt. 28:16), and 
then take from this the number of fishes that were 
brought to Jesus (Matt. 14:17) it will give you the 
chapter number. 
Which chapter and verse is it? 
we 
The Cobweb’s Story 
By Beatrice M. Parker 


6¢ LJ UH!” exclaimed the cobweb, “I thought so! Just 

i fa place to catch dirt! That is what most folks 
think. But I am thankful that I am snug and out of 
the way up here in the corner of the piazza, where 
I can look out on the world and never be disturbed.” 
_ The cobweb was up there on the summer house — 

right in the most snug place you could ever find. The 
spider that spun that web had left long ago, either 
because the web did not prove a very good flycatcher 
or else because somebody had brushed her away. 
_ “Yes,” continued the cobweb, “I know I have a hole 
in my lace curtain out front, but if Madame Spider 
were here now that would soon 
most critical person could not find the break. Do you 
know, my. friend, she is the most wonderful spinner 
in the world? Did you ever notice how very regular 
are the lines of a new web? Madame Spider finds a 
good place to start— usually in a corner or between 
twigs of a bush, where insects are likely to pass. 
Then she goes from point to point and spins out a line 
of silk. Across, up and down she goes making firm 
some certain lines so as to build the web just as strong 
as possible. Then she goes round and round, making 
cross threads in her weaving.” 

Just then the breeze blew up strongly, and the web 
tossed to and fro, but it did not break, and Bobby, in 
the hammock expected it to blow away. 

“I wish Madame Spider were here to show you 
how she fixes a web when the breezes blow,” con- 
tinued the cobweb. “When the breeze is too strong, 
she attaches little guy threads to some more points 
and these hold it firmly in the toughest weather. But 
did you ever notice that when a fly comes along he 
gets stuck in the web, while Madame Spider can 
run along without getting at all tangled in it?” 

Bobby did not reply to this, but he had often won- 
dered why this was. 

“Well, it is for this reason. When Madame Spider 
spins her web, she puts into it two kinds of silk. The 
spokes of the web are dry, and the cross threads are 
of sticky material Madame Spider runs along the 
dry threads, and the ffies get caught in the sticky ones. 
The sticky threads are very elastic, also, and that is 
why the web swings in the wind without breaking. 
Now, my friend, you will also see that there are sev- 
eral different kinds of spider webs, if you will go 
about and look at them carefully. Some are attached, 
like the one over on the rosebush, to a branch, so that 
they stand straight up and down. Such a web is called 
an orb web, and is so placed as to be right in the 
path of insects as they fly along. The middle of an 
orb web is almost solid with silk, with a little open 
space around the center. If you look carefully at this 
center you will see that it is built of wide bands of 
silk laid across the middle of the web.” 

Bobby got out of the hammock and looked down into 
the grass. There he saw a very irregular looking mass 
oo shaped like a funnel, with a hole at the inner 
end. 

“So you are looking at a grass web, are you?” asked 
the cobweb in the corner. “Well, that is not half as 
pretty as the webs built under shelter or the orb webs, 
but it is a fine piece of work, just the same. There is 
ten times as much silk in such a web, and very sensitive, 
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so that Madame Spider can tell whenever an insect 
barely touches any part of it. Do you see that hole at 
the small end.of the funnel? Well, that is not a 
secret chamber for Madame Spider’s hiding-place alone, 
but it is a back door and opens right out under the 
thick grass, so that if an enemy comes along, Madame 
Spider can skip right out, go into the thick grasses 
and hide.” 

Then Bobby happened to think of something Aunt 
Mary had read to him last evening. It was about 
a big yellow and black spider in Florida that makes a 
long, hammock-like web, and when trouble comes along 
she simply makes the web swing back and forth so 
fast that in a few seconds there appears to be no w 
at all, disappearing just as the spokes of a carriage 
wheel as it goes along, so fast is the movement. He 
wishes he could go down South and see the spider 
that built that web. 

Yes, and there are spiders in some of the hot coun- 
tries, like India, that are so big, and build webs so 
large that they can safely hold small birds that fly 
along. Aunt Mary had read of that to him, also. 

“Now,” continued the cobweb, “I want to tell you 
about a spider I saw the other day. Down there by 
the garden wall I saw a web that I thought was not 
more than half done. It was very filmy, and dome- 
shaped, and yet there was Madame Spider living very 
comfortably. She builds her web by making 
threads and weaving them up and down, across s 
twigs and from branch to branch. These threads are 
small, but they are very long. Down nearer the base 
of.the bush, she builds a stronger, more compact 
web where she herself stays. lies or insects fly 
against the long, high-strung threads and fall down 
into the web beneath. I have heard that this web is 
called the filmy dome, and it is a good name for it.” 


GRANITEVILLE, Mass. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: What do you think of Sunday walks? 
I work all week and feel I should have the glorious sun- 
shine on Sunday, instead of housing myself in Sunday- 
school. My mother and pastor think I am a sinner for do- 
ing it. I think my health will be better if I am out of 
doors the time I would be in Sunday-school—LOVER OF 
WALKS. 

OD’S “glorious sunshine,” who can describe it? 

Its marvelous benefits, and its influence every- 
where! Bask in it all you can, my child, but always to 
the glory of the Giver. 

What a subtle old fellow our Adversary is! He 
always makes us think away from God, while he 
sounds so reasonable and presumes to be so helpful! 

Sunday-school is one hour long. Would you cheat 
your soul out of that one hour’s dood, of God’s Word, 
and fellowship with young people with the thought 
that health requires it? I have an idea you do not 
study God’s Word during the week. Am I right? 
Yes, you may read it—some— but not in a definite 
way, and so you will take the only hour —or really 
half-hour — of concentrated thought on how to know 
God, through his Word, and throw it away under the 
delusion that it is for health’s sake! 

There is nothing so pleasing to the devil as to get 
folks to neglect and forget the Bible. You know Jesus 
met his temptations with, “It is written.” Don’t turn 
yourself from sharpening the weapon that you need 
through the week to fight your enemy. You will have 
time between services to take the walk, I am sure. 

Would it not be better to find out what God thinks 
of your plan? Sunday desecration is ruining our na- 
tion, and consideration of one’s own pleasure I fear 
will work havoc in our midst. How would you like 
to live where there is an open Sunday? Would you 
be willing to change our Christian Sabbath? 

Oh, my dear, learn to “Rejoice in the Lord”! Take 
the Psalms that speak of creation, and while your 
heart glows with pleasure in God, — your God, —as 
Creator, make up your mind you will always place 
“first things first,” then you can settle the Sunday- 
school hour, as you enjoy keeping His day holy. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a girl fourteen years old, but” 
quite a bit older looking. My parents are dead, and I live 
with my aunt. She is very strict with me. Well, I have 
fallen in love with a boy sixteen years old, and who likes 
me I know, for he has told me so, and my aunt told him 
not to come and see me any more. She said I was too 
young to have boy friends steady. What should I do? 
Sometimes I want to do what my aunt wants me to, ag 
I am a Christian, but then she is so hard that I want 
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other times to run away. I asked her to let me see him 
at home, but she says, No. 

Now I love him and want to see him, and if she makes 
me keep away from him openly, do you blame me for 
seeing him when I can?—ORPHAN,. 

Y DEAR GIRLIE, with real understanding in- 
deed I have read your letter. At your age I 
had the same experience, only it was a mother in- 
stead of an aunt, who took my affair out of my hands. 

You no doubt miss your mother, and it makes you 
crave affection, in an unusual degree, and your heart 
turns to ‘him who gives you attention. A perfectly 
normal condition, my child, and as natural as breath- 
ing that you should be attracted to a boy. : 

As Mother Ruth, you will let me say a few things, 
won't you? Don’t be too hard on your aunt. She 
wants to do the very best for your good that can be 
done, and she fears for you. She wouldn’t be compe- 
tent to have you and care for you if she were not so. 

I am very sorry she will not let the boy come to 

house, and not only him, but all the boys. Ask 





No, but a certain American Socialist “no more 
distribs the black tracts”! 


The Evil One never misses an opportunity to arouse opposition against those who preeere pny foe hype A hen 


but God looks 
mobiles and 


oPpY —’ : 

That was the way my socio, Mr. Sund- 

vist; said it, one time. He says it many 
times when he gets excituated. It is a way those 
Swedish have. Some might say it is a Swear, or 
what the Bible calls a forswear, but it is not just it. 
He does not end it up with God’s name, or Heaven, 
or jiminy; but stops right off after the “by.” I some- 
times finish it for him, harmless, you know, by say- 
ing as he says “by,” something like “and by,” or may 
be “lo baby.” This time I tell about, 1 said “and by.” 

“Not by and by, but now and now!” he said back 
to me. 

Then he told me what had been excitish to him. 
And it had some same effect on me. You know 
when I sell the motor cars, I always have some lot 
of may be Testaments and Gospel-parts, which I give 
out to those who never have had God’s Word; and 
leave God to do the rest. Well, there was and is a 
man, who is an American man, who is here in Italy, 
also selling another car. Yes, there are a several do- 
ing it, French, American, English, doing as Mr. 
Sundqvist and I do. But this one which made him 
“by,” was differ. 

T ont not give his name, but he, like us, and yet 
not like us, has something else he does. He sells 
cars and he distribulates socialist tracts and the 
pamphlets, same as we do Scripture. An American 
man, you understand, doing that. Very small won- 
der it made my socio provoke. : 

“O Lord,” I prayed right from the Bible, “turn the 
counsel of Ahithophel into big foolishness !” 

‘Amen, of course!” Mr. Sundqvist replied back. 
“But listen !” 

Then he told me what he had heard very truly, 
which was that this American man is furnished those 
socialist papers by Roman Catholics, just to oppose 
of us. He knew it. I know it since. Those papers 
are about the laboring man getting his rights, and 
against the Bible-giving, and riches, and rights. 
Among them is the song, “Neither God nor master!” 
You know, may be, how it goes, as it says there is no 
future life, and what to do is to free this life from 
tyranny. It is real preaching of the rebellion and 
anarchy. My Testament helps to right living, which 
is needed, and saves from despair, and from sin. It 
says, “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” while the so- 
cialist papers say, “Charity begins and ends at home.” 
These pamphlet-tracts suit so many, as so much so- 
cialism is about in our Italy. But. to think that Ro- 
man Catholics back it up so as to try knock out of 
me, Paolo! So we prayed, and pray, the Ahithophel 
Eo. and go on with our own business. I will say, 

onest, though, that that American man was cuttin 
in under us, and beat us of sales, sometimes. All 
right. I will go on, writing. 
went in to Rome after having sold the cars to 
some people, to see about the foreign exchange, which 
is so much important. You know we have to arrange 
much. I was on my turn, and was getting the direct 
figures, when there was a tleman old to seventy 
may be, large, and distinguish of appearance. He had 
caught my name. He had heard of me. He took 
my hand. I wish I may tell just his words, but it 
was like this much: “Some few words from the Ser- 
mon on the Mount would have in them so much eco- 
nomic wisdom that would set this exchange problem 
Straight. People talk avout solutions, but none can 
be, short of moral uplifting as the Bible is saying.” 
Not just those words, but like such. And he walked 
off. Who was he? I seemed to see a Jew in him. 


Will the Fascisti Stop Paolo? 


his colporteurs, and this is one instance of his 
les in his homeland, Italy, in a letter to his spiritual father, Br. Morse of Hartford, Connecticut. 
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her to let all your friends, boys and girls, come in, 
and be a friend to them. Girls and boys make such 
good friends and are such good company, I feel sure 
she will do it if she finds out you want her. 

My dear, don’t do anything that you must hide. It 
will cause you to lead a double life that you yourself 
cannot respect, and the doing of it will make you form 
a habit of being false and deceptive. It will react in 
your life and cause even your friend to mistrust you 
when he knows you are not true te your aunt. What- 
ever you do, do it openly and do not try to hide it. 

I am glad you are a Christian. That is your con- 
trotling power. Talk often to God about your friend- 
ships, and remember his eye is ever upon you, and 
nothing escapes his notice that you do or that you 
think. Let him guide you, for there are many unseen 
dangers in your path, and only he can pilot you safely 
through them. 

Be frank with your boy friend; he will like you all 
the better for being so. 





By W. H. Morse, M.D. 





care, as reported auto- 


I said to the clerk, “Who?” He told me it was the 
honorable Signor Luigi Luzzati, who is professor in 
Rome University, and is he who is improving Italy's 
money matters, and establishes the Banco Populari. 
That was who it was. I said I thought he was some 
Jew, and the clerk said, yes, he is a Jew, although 
so many folks never think it. 

A man who was waiting for me to get by, was 
next, and said, very smoothly, “Hard to make saints 
of such stuff, eh!” I looked at this man. That was 
a rough remark. He went out past by me. I saw his 
car. It was, yes, the American man who is selling 
those cars, and scattering those pamphlets. So I can 
say I have seen him, and seen an American make such 
ridicule of an Italian statesman. By this you can 
see what he is like. I do not know that he knew 
me. If he had done so, I do not know would I have 
said, “Good morning, Signor Ahithophel!” In hon- 
est truth, though, I am true to say that he is selling 
a good many cars after all. 

t went on. I would have to hear of him in so many 
places, and everywhere distributing of those black 
tracts, and giving talks. At the inns, on the plazas, 
and beside the way crosses, he drew hearers, saying 
new times are by to come, and no poverty or private 
richness, every one have enough; no man better than 
any man. “Equality!” “No God, no master!” That 
was his talk. He would shout and sing about Lenin, 
and say Lenin is saviour of the world. Where I said, 
Jesus is coming again, he said Lenin is coming, — in 
the kind of a car he sold. A red rag-flag was on his 
car, and he handed out full-face pictures of Lenin, 
saying to put them over the king’s picture. He taught 
to sing like this: 

“Merry ha-ha for Lenin! 
He takes away our grief! 
He sets the captive free! 
He brings us glad relief! 
Equality and liberty! 

He brings the jubilee!” 


I would hear about, and I would say, “O Ahitho- 
hel!” The mad was in me. More I prayed against 
im, more he made success. He cailed down my car, 

and called his up. My “Safe in the arms of Jesus” 
he cotrectated to “the arms of Lenin.” My “Saviour, 
for Thy service evermore take me” was made like 
“saviour Lenin, for your service take me.” Sometimes 
I would have a sing, and I would hear some sing it the 
way he grubbled it. No, I would only bite my tongue. 

Mr. Sundqvist went heard him, znd what he told 
me was that that American man would say that all 
by now terms would make with the pope. Ah! hairy 
hands of Esau, voice of Jacob! Twit! Twit! Plain 
as sunlight why the black tracts were furnished by 
priests who bought his cars. You see this sort 
talk was helped by strikes, high food prices, odd ex- 
change, and ignorance. What you call that Russ bol- 
shefistickle stuff was what he fanned. Now I said, 
Christ is coming soon, and he said, “Oh, yes, Lenin 
is coming from Moscow!” and the bad of it was that 
so much more the people looked for that sofetter 
Russ than for Jesus. 

“Never mind,” was what Dr. Enrico Pons said to 
me when I went to the Foro-Jialico to get my Scrip- 
ture-books. “Never mind. Let him talk.” 

There were others, many, all over, saying to folks 
the same as the American man: “Oh, Russia an ex- 
ample to be by Italy followed!” Ah: But you know 
Italian “O patria mia!” (which is, “My country, ’tis 
of thee”) is not of sort to let such talk by. No, Italy 
must not be made little! No, Russia must not sub- 
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ject Italy with its sofetters! Then, in some places, 
there was sing of the glorious “Vieni, celeste Re!” 
and Ahithopheliani heard stones speak in meetings. 
And saw fires, We heard at the time we were in 
Sicily of socialists club-halls burned in Lombardy, and 
fights. “No subjection to Russia and Russ ideas!” 
Interventionalism, psheu! You know by now how 
the National Spirit showed up in the Fascisti, banded 
to combat socialism, every means, any way. Do you 
understand? Do you know the Fascisti came up be- 
cause Lenin was preached as saviour of Italy? Re- 
member that. Ah, true Italians can never such blas- 
phemy endure. Say, but I will not write to you what 
os by now know of Signor Mussolini, and the New 
aly. 

But about the American man selling cars. Rain 
clears up before sunsetting. Jesus sometimes sees 
very best to make us wait along. I went to Paris, 
ee know, to see about the agency, and went out into 
selgium. I was just inside seven weeks gone. All 
right. I came back, and here was my socio in Pied- 
mont, busy by ever as same as ustial. “Lavoriam! 
Lavoriam!” 1 just cried. We were very much busy, 
for the dear Lord is by our help. I had not forgot- 
ten about the American man and his work, but Mr. 
Sundqvist had no report of him. I saw, now and by, 
some of his cars that he had sold, but I heard no 
song, nor sign of him. Yes, where was he? I must 

ow. I very quietly asked of some Fascisti. Ah, 


listen! They said he is still selling, in Lombardy and © 


by, but —see!—he no more distribs the black tracts. 
That is all for the happy, I suppose. But ah! I must 
tell you of something concerning. Pray for me. 
When the Fascisti men said it would never do for 
that American man to distrib, as he sold cars, they 


said there are other motor-car sellers distributing 


Scriptures, and that would have to stop off, too. 
Meant Mr. ag and myself. Oh, ah! I stood 
still, and listed. They said: 

“Bible-book sellers are Socialists. Bible-selling is 
subjection to the plutocratical England. Cannot en- 
dure Russ Socialism, no. Nor English-interfery.” 

_ Does this make me fretly? Me! No. Will Government 
interfere? Will I stop, and miscontinue giving out 
God’s book? Me! No; we shall still sell cars, and 
yet give out and forth the precious book. You see 
what they think upon us is because we get our books 
of the English depot, and that is why they hit at 
England. Mr. Sundqvist says to tear out the title 
page which shows the books are made in London. 
Not yet! I do not believe Signor Mussolini will try 
such on. If yet he does, I will use American books, 
and say I am American, and America is not what 
they call plutocratic, 

Paoto. 








The Victorious Life 
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Calendar of Conferences 


Maay have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members of 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be 
noted that some of the meetings here listed are ‘Victorious 
Life Conferences, conducted by the Victorious Life Testie 
mony, while other meetings here listed are not in con< 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life ‘Testimony. 


Saragosa, Fla., June 10-24.—The Rev. L. L. Legters, Field 
Secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, will tell of his 
recent survey of the needy mission fields among the In- 
dians of Mexico and Central America. For further informa- 
tion address the Rev. Duncan Thomas, Bradentown, Fla. 


Lake Odessa, Mich., July 5-8.—Victorious Life messages 
by Charles G. Trumbull at the Lake Odessa Bible Con- 
ference. Mr. Trumbull will speak in the evening of July 
5; afternoon of July 6; evening of July. 7; and morning and 
afternoon of July 8 Meals $1.05 and beds 50 cents per 
night. For further information write to Mrs. H. H. Newell, 
McKeesport, Pa. 


Stony Brook, Long Island, July 14-22.—Eastern Victorious 
Life Conference. Rates for board and room for the con- 
ference period have been fixed at, $3 for registration, $1 
per person for a room containing three or more, $18 per 
person for a room containing two. Special rates will be 
quoted for single rooms, and for rooms outside the hotels. 
Full information may be had by addressing the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 23-30.—Knowlton Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Connelly Springs, N. C., August 1-8.—Victorious Life mes- 
sages will be given by Charles G. Trumbull at the Con- 
nelly Springs Camp Meeting. A beautiful woodland, near 
the famous Connelly Mineral Spring. Motto: “Christ makes 
‘free indeed.’”” Board and rooms from $1 to $2.50 per day. 
For further information write to the Rev. Jim Green, Con- 
nelly Springs, N. C. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Middle West Victori- 
ous Life Conference. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 


Wheaton, Ill., June 17 and 20.—Wheaton College, Sunday, 
Baccalaureate Sermon, and Wednesday, Commencement 
Address. 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST 








(May be used with Temperance Applications.) Matthew 3: 1-17; I1: 2-15; Mark 6; 14-29; Luke 1: 5-80; John I : 6-37 
; Golden Text.—Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel ; 
For he hath visited and wrought redemption for his people.—Luke 1 : 68 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


NLY eternity can reveal how much the cause of 

Christ in this generation owes to a somewhat 

obscure man, the late John Hyde, twenty years 
a missionary to the Punjab. He came to be known as 
“Praying Hyde,” and ‘under that title a friend, the 
Rev, Francis A. McGaw, has written his life, now 
being lished by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany (25 cents). 

He was once weighed down with the burden of prayer 
for a certain Indian pastor. So he retired to his “inner 
chamber,” and thinking of the pastor’s coldness and the 
consequent deadness of his church, he began to pray: “O 
Father, thou ~-knowest how cold”—he was going to say; 
but a finger seemed to be laid on his lips, so that the word 
was not uttered and a voice said in his ear, “He that 
toucheth him toucheth the apple of mine eye.” Mr. Hyde 
cried out in sorrow: “Forgive me, Father, in that I have 
been an accuser of the brethren before thee!” He real- 
ized that in God’s sight he must look at “Whatsoever 
things are lovely.” Yet he wanted also to look at “What- 
soever things are true.” He was shown that the. “true” 
of this verse are limited to what are both lovely and true, 
that the sin of God’s children is fleeting, it is not the 
true nature of God’s children. For we should see them 
as they are in Christ Jesus— “complete,” what they shall 
be when he has finished the good work he has begun in 
them. . . . He was reminded of much for which he could 
heartily thank God, and spent his time in praise! This 
was the way to victory. The result? He shortly after- 
wards heard that the pastor had at that very time re- 
ceived a great reviving and was preaching with fire. 


How gentle Jehovah was with Elijah under the 
juniper tree, and Christ with John the Baptist (1 Kings 
19: 4-19; Matt. 11: 5-11). Is not revival delayed to- 
day because God’s children are, in thought at least, 
setting each other aside as half useless instead of pray- 
ing each other through to triumph in life and service? 


Our Background Material 


John the herald was descended from Aaron, the 
first High Priest. Jesus the Messiah was not out 
of the tribe of Levi but of Judah. And yet he, a 
priest after the order of Melchizedek, was neverthe- 
less kin to the priestly tribe, for Mary and Elisabeth 
are said to have been “cousins.” 

The Baptist’s name John means “Jehovah’s gift.” 
John’s supernatural birth was a pledge that he was 
to be God’s choice gift to Israel. 

The natural wilderness in which. John lived and to 
which he seems to fit in so admirably as an Elijah-like 
ascetic, with his food of wild honey (Psa. 81:16) and 
locusts (Lev. 11: 21, 22; Mr. Ridgway, 1), is undoubt- 
edly a symbol of the moral wilderness to which Israel 
had brought itself (Isa. 32:13, 15). Forerunners of 
ancient conquering kings often led in the work of 
leveling the road for the in-marching monarch. So 
John was to “maké straight” the path of the Lord 
(Matt. 3:3), and to cut down the hills of pride and 
fill up the valleys of degradation (Isa. 40: 3-5; Round- 
Table, 1; Mr. Smith). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrephe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Even as Samuel was a connecting link between an 
old order and a new, John occupies the same position 
between two great eras of Jewish history (Mrs. As- 
kew, 4). 

The birth, growth, and training of John the Baptist 
are considered by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). That the teach- 
ing principle of concentration is the best one to show 
how truly John lived out his divine mission, is set 
forth by Dr. Ellis. 

The salient points in the character of John are 
treated by Dr. Thomas (III, 8, and in The Heart of 
the Lesson). : 

The experience of a girl when her Sunday-school 
class was preparing for a dramatic presentation of a 
Bible story, and when she discovered that she as a 
herald would have to occupy a rather passive position, 
helps to illustrate the deep humility of John the Bap- 
tist (Mrs. Askew, 1, 2; Family Worship for Monday). 

John came in “the spirit of power of Elijah” (Luke 
1:17). The man is a prophet of the Elijah type, 
lonely, stern, rugged, of simple wants, fearless, true 
to his God in a day of spiritual decline. His career 
has some striking parallels with that of Elijah. Carry- 
ing the righteous warning of God, John faced Herod 
as Elijah stood before Ahab. Herod observed and 
feared John, “heard him gladly” and “when he heard 
him, he did many things” (Mark 6:20), all perhaps 
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Memory Verse: He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
he shall drink no wine nor strong drink.—Luke  : 15. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Luke 3: 3-8; 7: 24-28 


3:3 And he came into all the region round about the 


Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto remission 
of sins; 4as it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, 











The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make ye ready the way the 

Make his paths straigh . 

5 Every valley shall be . 

And every mountain and hill shall be brought low; 

And the crooked shall become straight, 

And the rough ways smooth; 
€@ And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

7 He said therefore to the multitudes that went out to - 
be baptized of him, Ye offspring of vipers, who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth there- 
fore fruits worthy of 1 repentance, and begin not to say 
within yourselves, e have Abraham to our father: for 
I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise 

children unto Abraham. 


7: 24 And when the messengers of John were departed, 
he began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, 
“What went ye out into the wilderness to behold? a reed 
shaken with the wind? 25 But what went ye out to see? 
a man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they that are gor- 
geously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings’ courts. 
26 But what went ye out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say 
unto you, and much more than a prophet. 27 This is he 
of whom it is written, 

Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 

Who shall prepare thy way before thee. 

281 say unto you, Among them that are born of women 
there is none greater than John: yet he that is * but little 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 


10Or, your repentance ®Gr, lesser. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








except the one thing needful, the putting away of his 
brother’s wife. Herod allowed ‘a wicked woman to 
persuade him, against his good inclinations, to mur- 
derous persecution of God’s prophet. How like the 
weak Ahab, pliant in the hands of Jezebel. John 
reached a point of despair because the kingdom of 
heaven did not come with observation in outward man- 
ifestation, an experience very like that of Elijah under 
the juniper tree. Jehovah answered Elijah, and our 
Lord John in the still small voice of the Spirit of 
grace (1 Kings 19:12; Matt. 12:15-a1). Elijah was 
translated in a whirlwind and escorted with a chariot 
of fire. Here there is contrast. John suffered mar- 
tyrdom (Dr. Thomas, I, 6), for the herald must be 
as his Lord. 

It was prophesied by Malachi (4:5; Dr. Thomas, I, 
2) that God would send Elijah “before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord” to “turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children” — fathers who had been alien- 
ated, as it were, by the apostasy of the children, whom 
John’s ministry led to repentance— “the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just.” John fulfilled this proph- 
ecy, as the angel of the Lord interpreted to Zacharias 
in Luke 1: 11-17, and our Lord confirmed this when 
he said John was the Elijah to come (Matt. 11: 14; 
17:12). If they had “received it” — recognized Jesus 
as the Messiah — John would have been Elijah! But 
Jewry rejected Christ, and, as it was, John therefore 
came in Elijah’s “spirit and power,” not miracle work- 
ing power, however, as God was himseif on earth now 
to work his own mighty works. When John himself 
denied that he was Elijah (John 1:21) we must un- 
derstand that he meant he was not the Tishbite re- 
incarnated, but rather, as Fausset explains, “that he 
here represents the whole series of prophets culminat- 
ing in the greatest.” “John was an Elijah, but not the 
Elijah.” 

The Truth that Is Golden 

John’s work was also to “make ready a people pre- 
pared for the Lord” (Luke 1:17) whom he announced. 
He gladly saw his disciples ‘breaking away from him- 
self and joining the greater Teacher, as, for example, 
Andrew and John. Multitudes repented under his 
reviving ministry, and while the nation as a whole re- 
mained in apostasy, a considerable remnant had their 
spiritual life deepened. We are to be as he was, “her- 
alds,” “voices” (Mrs. Askew, 3, 7, 8; Miss Homer- 
Dixon) in a wilderness in which we are but pilgrims 


‘and strangers, but all the time doing our part in gath- 


ering out of the world “the people for his Name” 
(Acts 15:14), whom as “a peculiar people” He shall 
“purify unto himself” at his Second Coming: (Titus 
2:14). John is a great example to us for our herald- 
ing. The threefold message of John the Baptist is 
just as important to-day as it was when he preached 
(Dr. Thomas, III, 7; Round-Table, 2). John com- 
pletely lost himself in his message (Mrs. Askew, 5). 
We prepare the people for the coming by preparing 
the way for Christ to enter into needy hearts (Mr. 
Howard). 


Teaching Points 


The significance of the twofold witness of John to 
Christ is shown by Dr. Thomas (1,3). 

John was brave enough to call the godless crowds 
“a generation of vipers,” true seed of the serpent 
who brought sin into the world (Gen. 3:15; Mr. 
Ridgway, 2; John 8: 39). 

While John knew Jesus as his kinsman, it was by 
the Spirit that he recognized the young carpenter as 
the Messiah (John 1: 30-34; Round-Table, 3). 

_It is because their era is a better one, post-resurrec- 
tion, post-Pentecostal, that those who are least in the 
kingdom are greater than the greatest and last of the 


‘prophets (Luke 7:28; Mr. Ridgway, 3). 


Our growth in grace will hinge upon whether or 
not we have had the vision that John had as to the 
necessity of Christ’s increase and self’s decrease (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 4). ‘ 

John’s view seems too much like the usual view 
of the Jews that the Christ was to be “a stern, strong, 
severe Messiah.”’ So the answer of Christ to the ques- 
tion John sent from prison was to call attention 
to the Lord’s beneficence and gentleness (Dr. Thomas, 
I, 5). And yet our Lord would not allow John to be 
condemned, and paid him that magnificent tribute (11: 
7-15). ? 
Questions for Study and Discussion 

What kin was John to Christ? aN 

Why. was repentance so greatly emphasized in the 
message of John? 

What did John mean by baptism with fire? (Round- 
Table, 4.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRincrpLe oF CONCENTRATION,=—Organize 
the lesson around one central and important truth 
whenever possible. . 











E KNOW little of the life of John before those, 

fateful days when he appeared in the wilderness 
of Judea calling men to repentance and proclaiming 
the nearness of the kingdom, but what little we know 
fits into the idea which is dominant in the days of 
his ministry — the subordination of self and the exal- 
tation of Christ. His own words proclaim this. He 
said he was not worthy to bear the shoes of the One 
who came after him, and when the rulers of his peo- 
ple seemed willing at least to question whether he were 
not some great one he modestly claimed to be but the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness the way of the: 
Lord. He met the hard test of losing his own dis- 
ciples to the Other, but in the waning of his own at- 
tractiveness he. faithfully announced, “He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease,” and like the merning 
star he faded away in the light of the rising sun. But 
it was to herald that Sun he had come, and the prin- 
ciple of the life that he lived in the flesh was sim- 
ilar to that of a later disciple who said: “For me to 
live is Christ.” 

Not only his own words but his whole life’s history 
and work centered in this. It was announced by the 
angel before his birth that he should go before the 
face of the Lord in the spirit and ‘power of Elijah, 
and after his birth his own father through the Holy 
Spirit made similar prophecy. The temperance and 
the purity of his own life as well as his scathing de- 
nunciation of sin in high places and in low all find 
their truest explanation in his relatidn to Christ. To 
him John turned when doubts struck him in the hard- 
confinement of the dungeon, and His were the lips that 
pronounced his eulogy when sin had done its worst. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





L The Lesson’s Main Message 


HE characters of the New Testament show that 
we have to do with the same God, the same prin- 
ciple of life, Grace, and the same requirement, 
Character. 
John the Baptist is one of the best known person- 
ages, and his life is full of the deepest interest. 


The Forerunner (Luke 1: 5-60). By circumstances 
of his birth indicate something of his importance and 
greatness. (1) The position and character of his 
pores (vs. 5-10). (2) wae The of the angel and 

revelation (vs. 11-25). The birth of John 
(vs. 57-66). (4) The son rias (vs. vines 
Here we see two things a = John : what the angel 
said (vs. 13-17) ; and what Zacharias said (vs. 76-79). 
Note also the growth and training (v. 80). (1) 


The Work (Matt. 3:1-17). When the time came, 
John was ready (Luke 3:2) for the work he had to 
do. (1) His message was r tance, meaning a 
change of mind and conduct. This was to be proved 
by baptism and shown in view of the peer approach 
of God’s kingdom (Matt. 3:2). (2) The agreement 
of this with prophecy is shown (v. 3). (3) The re- 
sult of his preacnnes was immediate and far-reach- 
ing (vs. 5, ) But he warned against unreality 
(vs. 7-12), os uf them of one who would sift and 
test them. (5) Christ’s own baptism reveals John in 
a beautiful light of humility (v. 14). ys 


The Testimony (John 1: 6-37). eat | 
John’s work was to witness to — ae, ), an 
this was twofold. (1) The Lamb of God (v. ba 


meaning pardon, and (2) the Baptizer with the Spirit 
(v. 33), meaning power. These two sum up all spir- 
itual needs. (3) 

The Humility (John 3: 22-30). His last witness 
is another revelation of his fine character. Christ's 
increase and self’s decrease (v. 30) is the essential idea 
of holiness. (4) 

The Shadow (Matt. 11: 2-15). Put into prison be- 
cause of his faithfulness, he, began to wonder if after 
all he had been right about Jesus as the Messiah. 
He had expected a stern, strong, severe Messiah 
(Matt. 3:12), but, instead, all Christ’s works were 
of'an entirely opposite character. So he sent to in- 
quire. Our Lord sent the messengers back with a 
fresh revelation of his beneficence and gentleness, and 
with a little reminder as a lesson (v. 6). But Christ 
would not allow others to think unworthily of John 
and so praised him for his strength, firmness, and 
steadfastness, and also spoke of him as one of the 
greatest of men (vs. 7-15). The message to the 
lonely prisoner doubtless had its effect. (5) 

The Suffering (Mark 6: 14-29). The end of John’s 
noble life is very sad, but he suffered for the truth’s 
sake as the result of boldly rebuking vice. Courage- 
ous to the end, he was a fine example of what men 
can and should do for the right. (6) 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 40:1-8. A prophecy 
of John and his work eight hundred years before he 
was born, (1) The message, verses 1, 2; (2) the mes- 
senger, verse 3; (3) the promise, verses 4, 5; (4) 
the assurance, verses 6-8. 


Books.—Commentaries on Matthéw, Mark, and 


Luke. “John the Baptist,” by F. B. Meyer (Flem- * 


ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1); “John the Loyal,” 
by A. fF. Robertson (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New 
York, $1.50) ; “The Life and Times of Jesus the el 
siah,” by Edersheim (Longmans, Green and Co., New 
York, 2 vols., $4, net); “The Life of Our Lord,” 
by Andrews (Scribner’s, New York, $3.50) > “The 
Two St. Johns,” by Stalker (American Tract Society, 
75 cts., net; postage, 10 cts). A very fine book, “John 
the Baptist,” by Dr. H. R. Reynolds, was published 
in England fifty years ago. It can only be obtained 
at second-hand and is scarce, but is well worth getting. 


Il. Reference Material 

Malachi 3:1-6; 4:5, 6 

1. Malachi 3: 1-6. Malachi’s prophecy of John as 
Christ’s messenger. (1) The announcement, verse 1; 
(2) the question, verse 2; (3) the test, verse 3; (4) 
the results, verses 4, 5; ( 5) the guarantee, verse 6. 

2. Malachi 4:5,-6. Another reference (primarily) 
to John as Christ said (Matt. 11:14), but still to be 
fulfilled in completeness when Christ comes. Proph- 
ecy is often twofold. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: The Herald of the 
Christ. He tells re three things about Christ: (1) 
He is to be the Saviour (John 1:29); (2) the Be- 
stower of the Spirit (John 1: 33), and ‘therefore (3) 
the Son of God (v. 34). Because he is Son, he is 
Saviour. He then tells the people to do three things: 
(1) repent; (2) prove the change by. baptism; and 
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(3) “behold, the Lamb of God” (faith). Thus, we 
have repentance, surrender, trust. (7) 

2. Young People and Adults: The Character and 
Work of John t Mer oe (1) Notice for his -— 
acter what Christ said of him (Matt. 11: 7-11): 

G) "Nise i trong Ae 85 faithful (v. 9) ; le (v. my 
work his loyalty, courage, humility 


Le ae ; 


x ca teacwentaene 

The secret of John the Baptist is “He shall be 
great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:15). 

1. His Character. “Great” —there are four tests 


2. His Standard. “In the sight of the Lord” — that 
is how he lived. Elijah did the same (1 Kings 17: 
1). So did Abraham (Gen. 22:1). This is at once 
the test and guarantee of that goodness which is real 
greatness. 


V. Leading Questions 

Two elements +‘ ~ every man from the human 
standpoint: (1) H and (2) environment. 
Show what these did ag 

Why was repentance necessary? Why did he call 
oon edly hm, apna What was the connection 
between these two? 

How may we explain <—? inquiry about Christ 
after all that had happened 

What evidence have we outside the Gospels of 
John’s work? 

How did John fulfil Isaiah 40: 4? 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon 


Avoice in the wilderness! The message was more 
than the man; the man of the wilderness was the 
greatest born of woman because he chose to be the 
least, so that his message would go where he could 
no go. So to-day with the missionary who exalts 
above himself the message of Christ crucified. 

A voice in the wilderness! And oh! what a wilder- 
ness wherever we look at the lands to which the 
Water of Life has never brought life to the barren 
hearts of men. ... “But many voices are needed, not 
only one or two. Let the many voices cry! Every 
man and woman with a heart should cry aloud” in 
the homelands if they cannot cry aloud for .Christ to 
the heathen themselves. Cry aloud for the sorrows 
of Armenia, for the child-wives of India, for the 
devil’s slaves in China, for the witch-tortured millions 
of Africa, for the besotted Indians of South America, 
and the pagans of the islands of the seas! 

“The voice said, Cry” (Isa. 40:6). Yes, God tells 
us to cry aloud for the sorrows of the dark places, to 
cry aloud until we disturb the slumbers of a careless 
church, and wake them to the importance of the work 
of missions —to cry aloud to the heathen of the Sav- 








Lesson Calendar 
Third Quarter 


1. July 1—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3: 1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6: 14-29; Luke 1: 5-80; John 1: 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life of John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ...Matthew 1:18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2:1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Liie of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15—Simon Peter ...John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 14: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke 5§:1-10; 22 :.31-34, 54-62; 
John 18:10, 113 20:1-10; a1 31-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; 1§:7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26,273 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

5. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9% 9-135 Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8:1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19: 25; 20: 1-18 

7. August 12—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10: 38-42; John 11:1 to 12:8; Mark 14:3-9 

8 August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8 : 3; 22:20 

9. August 26—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 
36, 373 9 : 26-303; 11 : 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15 : 14, 35-41; 
Galatians 2: 13 

10. September 2.—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 

9 : 1-31; 11 :2§-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. Sateutar 9.—John Mark . .-Acts 12: 12, 2§ to 13 : 13; 15: 
36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4: 115 z Peter 5: 
13 

12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1: 1-5; 16:9-18; Colossians 4 : 14; 2 Timothy 4: 11 

13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
3; 14, 15 

14. September 30.—Review: 

Great Men and Women of the. New Testament 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The First ee The = 5 Bigwanad of ‘one ery- 
ing in the wilderness ( a Toe you want to read 
, — book cg yp a bs “Abraham Lincoln, Man 

shows that the great Lincoln was 

; omy the Beotine product, the Lincoln John being one 
Peter Cartwright born in a canebrake to escape the 
Indians. Dr. Hill shows that the great moral founda- 
tion of that wonderful country we call the “Middle 
West” was laid by those unique wilderness men who 
could both preach and fight and who were full of re- 
ligion right up to the Lincoln was the result of 
this frontier religion. Hill calls it “Lincoln’s 
background.” He tells of, Thomas Lincoln and Nancy 
ne a rag de og ders at one of “these 
first camp-meeting run by the ans n 
of te Peter Peter Cartwright J Bn gen sort. The first 
Rameret, wae Be on Oe. Rates of the 

Ohio, But, upon the banks of the Jordan, and the lan- 
guage and oe, Neemee come to Deve: Seep gently much 
the same. en is always fearless 
He Sere to tu cles bo toes his days among the wild 
nature, the wild beasts, and the wilder men. Peter 
Cartwright the itinerant Methodist would fight his 
man if he wanted fight, and when he got him down 
would refuse to let him up until he Porch al religion | 


"i It is said that some of the most successful workers 


in the early church were Peter’s horizontal converts. 
The Jordan John wore the clothing of the wilderness. 
So did our Kentucky Johns. Every stitch from coon 
cap to moccasins grown on the premises and made in 
the cabin. -Out of such influences come great men. 
The wilderness man when he is close to God is ‘always 
a winner (Matt. 11:7-11). (1) 

Strong Language.—Ye offspring of vipers .. . 
Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance (vs, 
7, 8). No, this is not the salutation of the wild and 
woolly. West, in the Eighteenth Century, but the .wil- 


derness welcome to the first camp-meeting- of the First «:“ 


Century. There is nothing hated worse than’a snake. 


Hence the graciousness (!) of the designation cait be 
appreciated. This sort of preaching nowadays is much © 


criticized in certain quarters. When Mother would 
come to the foot of the stairs and sweetly call, 
“Willie-e-e! Andie-e-e-e! Time to get up,” we would 
just roll over, draw ourselves together, and snooze on, 
But when a regular voice came up the stairs, “Wil- 
liam!!! Andrew!!! how many times have I got to 
call ya?” “Yassur, yassur, comin’ right away.” ~- And 
you bet we did. The old world, like healthy boys, 
sleeps tight and hard, and dulcet tones have to be sSup- 
plemented by a stronger blast.: Hence our John Bap- 
tists and Peter Cartwrights and Billy Sundays. And 
the crowds that pour out to hear that very sort of 
preaching. The self-righteous man in Denver first got 
mad when Billy Sunday called his sort -hard names. 
Then he snapped his jaws and said, “Billy Sunday is 
right. I am all he called me—and more.” Then he 


struck the trail. And that trail always leads to the . 


Celestial City. Some diseases are cured by shock. We 
are not given John’s complete vocabulary, but we can 
easily supply it. The man who could tell Herod the 
King where he stood (I came almost writing “where 
he got off”) was not afraid to tell this motley crowd 
of the wicked and licentious generation what they 
were and what was coming to them. This isn’t slang, 
either (Matt. 23:27). (2) 


Awakening the Dead.—There is none greater than 
John; yet he that is little ... is greater than he (7: 
28). When Prof. Highbrow takes his little fling at 
some “wilderness” preacher who has the punch, the 
fearless preacher who tells us sinners just exactly 
what we are in words we can ‘understand, I laugh, 
as I think how Jesus sized up the first one of that sort 
of preachers. No greater tribute was ever paid to a 
man than that paid by Jesus to the uncouth and sensa- 
tional “voice” that cried from the wilderness. The set- 
tled pastor is a splendid fellow, all love and honor to 
him as he goes along day after day conserving his 
parish and blessing the community by his life of de- 
votion and self-sacrifice. But .the advent of the in- 
tense “John the Baptist,” preaching repentance and 
apni J the sins and awakening the “dead” is also 

a great blessing. For some time I had been a mem- 
ber of the church of which I am now an officer. But 
I was a “sleeping partner” — which means a next to 
useless partner with no service and little investment. 
Then one day there came a John the Baptist to the 
chosen (and contented) people. His name was Major 
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Lesson for July 1 Matthew 
Mark 6: 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37 


Whittle. He began hammering at the 
hard shells of some of us who just 
belonged. After a while the complacent 
shell that held Yours Truly cracked open 
and I came out. Then followed the Iron 
Rose Bible Class, the Rock Run Mis- 
sion, and this Busy Men’s Corner, and a 
whole lot of other- things of the same 
sort. Any minister who sweepingly op- 
poses the peripatetic evangelist with his 
‘objectionable methods” should slow. 
He may have some “Dead Ones” in his 
church, just as there was one Ridgway 
in the Coatesville church. Remember, 
Jesus could not speak in too high terms 
of hard-hitting John (Titus 1:12, 13; 1 
Tim. 5:20). (3) ‘a 
CoatTgsvitix, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The 1 list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stings. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. ? 
Preference will be ree 0 illustrations on 
that portion of the text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 
aipetwetions on other ie than tip 
Golden Text are specially ired, thoug 
the Golden needed. 


A Real Estate’ Man’s Experience, — 
And the crooked shall become straight 
(Isa. 40:3). Here is a letter from one 
of the important and progressive real 
estate men of New York City which lets 
a flood of daylight in on the trend of 
public sentiment on the Prohibition ques- 
tion in New York City: 


February 19, 1923. 
Anti-Saloon League, 
906 Broadway, New York. 
Dear Sirs: 

A friend of mine has had a mortgage for 
twelve years on a saloon corner in the 
Bronx. Every three years he went to ex- 
amine the property for a renewal of the 
mortgage. 

On his last recent visit, he found a candy 
store in place of the saloon, run by the 
former saloonkeeper, who was paying double 
the former saloon rent to the brewery owner 
of the property. The ex-saloonkeeper told 
my .friend that for the first time he was 
making more than a living; that he was 
saving money and enjoying the cleanly, de- 
cent atmosphere of a decent business, creat- 
ing within him a new self-respect, and _re- 
moving from his growing children the stigma 
of being a saloonkeeper’s children. 

Incidentally, recently I have sold small 
tenements and flats to people who I assumed 
would be anti-Prohibition, but on the con- 
trary they were strongly in favor of strict 
enforcement of the law. Most of them were 
foreign born, and their ideas seemed to be 
to prevent the coming generation from: con~ 
tact with booze. In my opinion, based on 
what I’ve heard, Prohibition is stronger than 
ever, despite all publicity to the contrary, 
and particularly among what we term our 
poorer classes (a nasty phrase). 

Very truly, 
(Signed) William Douglass Kilpatrick. 


—From the American Issue. Sent by 
a J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 

1) : 

Solving the Vine Riddle.—Bring forth 
therefore fruits worthy of repentance 
(Matt. 3>8). Inthe grape arbor at the 
old home there were two vines that grew 
side by side. One of them bore luscious 
Concord grapes; the other was a wild 
seedling that had started perhaps from 
a seed dropped by accident. The vines 
were so much alike that the children 
could not distinguish them, 
after the leaves had fallen. They were 
only three or four inches apart at the 
ground, and they came together and 
wrapped round and round each other 
as they climbed the arbor. Then when 
they spread out the branches were so in- 
tertwined that you could hardly tell to 
which vine a branch belonged — indeed 
you never could be sure. The children 
called the vines their “riddle,” and in 
autumn after the leaves had fallen they 
had many a contest; one of them would 
choose a certain twig, and the rest would 
try te tell which vine it belonged to. But 


Sa-575 2 : 2-15; 


especially: 





when the grapes began to ripen it was 
easy enough to tell the twigs apart. The 
Concord grapes were large and deep pur- 
ple; the wild grapes were s and 
sour and full of large seeds—From the 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by Emma S. 
t »” Brooklyn, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


A Pastor’s Experience.—But John 
would have hindered him, saying, I have 
need to be baptised of thee, and comest 
thou to me? (Matt. 3:14.) At the in- 
stallation of Dr. C. I. Scofield at North- 
field, Mass., in 1897, it fell to me to give 
the pastoral charge. I should have felt 
honored to have him give me a charge. 
That I should be called to stand up be- 
fore him in the presence of the assembly 
and give him the charge with words of 
counsel made me feel humble. He could 
have withered me with a look. But the 
gracious look on his face, not patroniz- 
ing nor condescending, but as of one who 
was receiving it all in an appreciative 
mood, — this look was photographed on 
my mind for all time, and helps me to 
think what might be the look on the face 
of the Master—From the Rev. D. H. 
Strong, Shelburne Falls, Mass. (3) 


The Fire Transformation.—He shall 
baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire 
(Luke 3:16). “Give me only fire 
enough,” said Bernard Palissy, the great 
inventor, “and these colors will become 
part and parcél of this china.” “He’s 
mad!” cried his derisive neighbous. “He’s 
mad!” “More fire!” shouted the deter- 
mined man. “More fire!” And what 
Palissy said was at length proved true. 
“More fire” is the need of believers in 
Christ. We need the fire of God’s Word 
to burn up all the dross in our hearts; 
the fire of Christ’s refining grace to make 
us like himself; and the fire of the Spir- 
it’s utterance, which shall cause us to 
witness with boldness—From the Chris- 
tian Age. Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. (4) 


From Starlight to Sun.—For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ (John 
1:17). A traveler in Burma left a copy 
of the Psalms, printed in Burmese, .in the 
house of a native who entertained him. 
The Burman read it with interest, and 
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before he had finished the book he re- 
solved to cast away his idols. For twenty 
years he worshiped the eternal God re- 
vealed to him in the Psalms. The fifty- 
first Psalm he committed to memory 
and used it as a daily prayer. Then a 
missionary came his way, and gave him 
a copy of the New Testament. With 
great joy he read the story of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and then he ex- 
claimed, “For twenty years I walked by 
starlight; now I see the sun!”—From the 
Presbyterian Record. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Ont. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that Thou dost give to us 
the great privilege of speaking for thee. We 
have not been faithful to thee in this, for 
we have often neglected to prepare the way 
for thee. Forgive us, we pray thee, for our 
silence and our backwardness. Quicken us 
into a clear and working understanding of 
the way in which thou art brought to the 
atten‘ion of those who are in darkness. Give 
us, we pray thee, renewed opportunities for 
opening the way into desolate hearts for the 
incoming of thy saving grace, and thy sus- 
taining love. May we not be thinking of 
ourselves, but of those about us who need 
thee. Since Thou hast so wonderfully led 
us out into a knowledge of thee, even those 
of us who have been walking with thee but 
a little while, may we be bold and true in 
word and in deed to the end that others may 
pated thee. We ask this in thy dear name, 

en. 


After the Lesson.—How much have 
you done during this past week to pre- 
pare the way for the dear Lord in his 
eager desire to enter into the lives of 
those around us who do not yet know 
him? Have we been too much concerned 
in these days with our own affairs? Have 
we been forgetting the obligation that is 
laid upon us as Christians, to carry for- 
ward the good news and to let others 
know about the Lord Jesus? The silent 
Christian must seem to be a strange con- 
tradiction, in the eyes of the Lord. What 
road-making there is all over the North 
American continent in these busy days! 
How millions are poured out in making 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








That a time could ever be, @) 

When I let the Savior's pity 

Plead in vain and proudly answered 
All of self and none of Thee. ”’ 
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' “Day by day His tender mercy, 
Healing, helping, full and free, 3 
Sweet and strong, and ah! se patient; 
Brought me lower while | whispered 

Less of self and more of Thee.” 





“He must increase, but I must decrease” 


“= John: Baptist 
*O, the bitter shame and sorrow, r Wet He found me; I beheld Him 
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The Lame of Gor’ 





(@) Bleeding on the cursed tree; 
Heard Him pray,Forgive them, Father, 
And my wistful heart said faintly,- 
Some of self and some of Thee?” 
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Higher than the highest heaven, 
Deeper than the deepest sea, 

Lord, Thy love at last hath conquer 


acenant me now my spirit’s longing, 
< NONE of self and ALL of Thee.” 












Words by PASTEUR THEO. Moneb 
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roadways where the traffic may be free 
to pass without hindrance or interrup- 
tion in any kind of weather! New coun- 
tries are opened up in this way; new 
land is brought under cultivation when 
roads are driven through it. Are we mak- 
ing roads for the Lord Jesus through the 
lives of others? Let us see. during the 
coming week whether it may not be pos- 
sible for us to say a word about him to 
some one to whom we have never yet 
spoken concerning him. Let us pray. 





PREPARE YE 
THE WAY OF THE LORD 
WILL YOU? 














“ 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear.” 

“I heard the voice of Jesus say.” 

“I gave my life for thee.” 

“O happy day that fixed my choice.” 

“O Word of God incarnate.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 

“Light in the eastern sky.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) ‘ 
“Holy Is Our God”, (199 : 1-3). Psalm 99 :1-5, 
“IT Am Waiting” (264: 1-3). Psalm 130 : 1-6. 
“Who Shall Be Thy Guest?” (23 : 1-4.) 

Psalm 15. 

“The Lord Is Judge” (113: 1, 2). 
Psalm 50 : 1-6. 

“Prepare Ye the Way” (274 :.1-3). 
Psalm 135: 1-5, 19-21; Isaiah 40: 3. 


ve 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. A herald —a voice from the old or- 
der, proclaiming the new. 
2. Preparing — for what? and how? 











E WERE preparing for a dramatic 

presentation of the story of Reho- 
boam’s loss of the ten tribes — that vivid 
scene where the people beg for a light- 
ening of their taxes. We thought we 
needed a herald, or page of the king’s 
court, to announce the arrival of the 
elders with Jeroboam. . Of course we dis- 
cussed the herald’s costume and manner 
of speaking to the king, and one of the 
younger girls, fascinated with the de- 
scription of the hercld’s bright dress, 
wanted to be “it”; but, she said, “I don’t 
really know what a herald is. What 
must I do? How must I act? (1) 

When I explained that a herald had 
nothing else to do but to make announce- 
ments and then must be as silent as the 
king’s throne — only a piece of furniture 
in the scene till another message was 
due — she thought she would like better 
a part with more acting in it, “Some- 
thing to do more of the time,” as she 
said, (2) ' 

1. To-day we are to study the great- 
est herald who ever lived—‘“none greater 
borf of women,” Jesus said of him — and 
yet he said of himself that he was only 
a voice, “the voice of one crying in, the 
wilderness.” When that “crying” was 
done we hear no more of him; he had 
no more of the acting of this great drama 
than just to announce it. (3) 

We read some time ago of Samuel that 
he was the last of an old order, the 
judges, and the first of a new, the proph- 
ets. So John the Baptizer was a con- 
necting link between two, the hinge of a 
great change in God’s order. He was the 
last of the long line of Old Testament ,. 
prophets and the very first of the New 
Testament believers in Him of whom they 
all, including John himself, prophesied. 
He announced the coming of the Mes- 
siah, and he announced that the Messiah 
had come. John was the last “voice” that 
prepared his way. (4) 

Even such a brief sketch as class-time 
will limit you to will prove two vital 
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truths about this herald of Christ: that 
he exactly 7 sereenae concerning 
such a messenger ( Isa. 40; Mal. 1. 3, espe- 
cially with Matt. 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; 
John 1) and that he completely lost 
himself in his message, even to losing 
his very life in the giving of that mes- 
sage (Mark 6). John’s business in this 
world was to deliver a message — that 
being done with utter fearlessness and 
faithfulness he drops as ——- out of 
the story as the morning star loses it- 
self in the light of the sun whose ris- 
ing it heralds. (8) 

Only once more do we hear from him 
(Luke 7: 18-28), and this time his voice 
comes from his prison cell, which proved 
indeed a death chamber for him, asking 
a final confirmation of his message, a last 
assurance that he had given a true mes- 
sage. Again it is his message and not 
himself that concerns John. Never lived 
so completely humble a man, a man so 
lost in his one work—and Jesus pro- 
ana him among earth’s greatest ones. 

2. “Be prepared” is a great watchword 
of our day, as it was of John’s. We ap- 
ply it to all phases of living, individual 
and community life, from Boy and Girl 
Scouts to the armies of the nations. And 
again like John’s day, ours has seen great 
changes from an old to a new order. 
Young people are the first to recognize 
these changes— “Oh, things are differ- 
ent now! We don’t think that way now,” 
or, “We have changed all that,” we hear 
often from them. : 

Teachers, are we God’s “voices” to 
bring to our girls the true out of the old 
to guide them in the new? Are we, like 
John, forgetful of self in our concern 
that our message shall be exactly what 
God wants us to give these young peo- 
ple who are making the new order? Re- 
member that his message was in two 
parts: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
Repent and be baptized”; and then, “Be- 
hold, the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world!” (7) 

As surely as that Messiah came in 
John’s day, so surely do we read in this 
changing order the imminence of his 
coming again. Are your girls prepared 
for that? Do their faces light up with 
joy at that thought? Are they preparing 
his way in their lives and preparing to 
be his messengers to other lives while 
they wait? Who knows but his return is 
waiting upon some messenger among 
your girls? How are you preparing her 
for such service? Has she caught any 
vision of him as her Saviour and Master 
as well as Teacher? (8) 


Home Study 
Memorize the hymn, “He is coming, 
He is coming, not as once He came be- 
fore,” and read Acts 1: 6-11 and 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4: 13-18 and John 14. 
Decatur, GA, 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The coming of the king. 

Discussion: What is the first step 
toward getting rid of the rubbish in our 
lives — our thoughts— our reading — our 
recreations — our service? What is rub- 
bish, in this connection? What effect 
has repentance on such rubbish? What 
was the finest thing in John the Bap- 
tist’s ministry? How can each one of 
us be a John the Baptist in our time? 

Objective: Be a “Road Builder” for the 
King! 











AY, fellows, one day a little village 
in Saxony was thrown into great ex- 
citement by the news that the king would 
pass that way on his triumphal tour. 
Everything else for the time being was 
forgotten, and the village folk wondered 
what they could best do to prepare for 
the event. A wise young fellow rose up 
and said: “First thing, this village must 
clean up. Shame upon us if the king 
should observe such filth and trash as 
this which clutters up our streets. Yon- 
der where many, many years ago the 
bridge that crossed the gulley was washed 
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away by a storm, the roadway detours 
through the ravine. That bridge must be 
restored, so the roadway into the vil- 
lage will be straight and level. It would 
be a crime for the king and his party to 
have to enter our village through the 
ravine.” 

The warning was so evidently wise 
that all hands got vigorously to work. 
Each fellow cleaned up his own premises 
first — then lent a hand to general prep- 
aration, The streets were swept and gar 
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for the dirt. Jesus does the cleansing. 
His precious blood, shed for you, cleanses 
from all mal —— will. Some 
smart peop are Ways suggesting 
other ways to cleanse the human heart 
and make the life “ = joy; but 

Be assured of 
; - © the way for his 
coming into your life repenting — 
that is, by being sorry and wanting to 
ve a clean, upright, and holy life for 
That is what it is to straighten the 


int 





nished, the bri was rebuilt, the road 
was leveled straightened, and 


road for his incoming. 
render your will to him—and that is 


wa oo car cual Er ae and tae the arch of welcome. And this 
Peo, 


Moreover, a beautiful arch was built over | i 


the principal str through which the ' 
would this 


t d that shall adorn the arch 
of welcome. David sings it in his Twen- 


was covered with| ty-fourth Psalm. 


pass; 
leafy branches and flowers gathered from 
the surro fields, and a flaming 
end of “Welcome” hung in the center. 
t was a ha and enthusiastic crowd | 
of villagers t thronged the a gee 
—the straightened, leveled, cleaned, and 
flowered roadside, to wave their raptur- 
ous welcome to their passing sovereign. | 
Fellows, John the ptist was some- 
what like that wise young man. He 
a great vision of the coming King Jesus, 
the Saviour. He knew the ple were 
not ready for him. He told them how| 


to prepare—by repentance. It was a| 


spiritual preparation for a spiritual king 
—a far more important preparation than 
might be made for any earthly potentate. 
See that filth and trash in your lives! 
Be sorry. Loathe it with all your hearts. 
Repent, and you will be ready to receive 
the Sovereign of your souls. 

Now the difference is this, feliows: 
you cannot yourselves clean up. Be sorry 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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“Lift up your heads, O ye gates: and 
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors: and 
the King of Glory shall come in!” 

Fellows, the highest level any life can 
reach is to be a roadway over which the 
oe 3 shall pass. Be a roadbuilder for 

rist. 


Greensporo, N. C, 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.— Parents hope 
that their children may be strong 
and helpful in this world. 


To-day’s Story—In the New Testa- 
ment we find a wonderful story about an- 
other baby, named John. Many years 
passed without any child in the home of 
Zacharias and Elisabeth. Like Hannah, 
Elisabeth often prayed for a baby boy 
to train for the Lord. 

Zacharias was one of the priests whose 
turn came only once in a long time to 
offer the incense in God’s temple. One 
day at the hour of prayer he entered the 
Holy Place of the temple to offer the 
incense, while the waiting people outside 
offered prayer. While there, God’s angel, 
Gabriel, appeared near the altar of in- 
cense and said, Your prayer is heard; 
you and Elisabeth shall have a son, and 
you shall name him John. 

That promise seemed so wonderful to 
Zacharias that he asked Gabriel, How 
shall I know that you , Speak the truth? 
Gabriel said, I am ’s angel, who was 
sent to you with these glad tidings. This 
shall be the sign, You shall be dumb un- 
til my promise comes true. 

Zacharias went home to share the good 
| news with Elisabeth. Within a year the 
promise came true. When the baby boy 
was born the neighbors rejoiced with 
'them. When the baby was about a week 
old, friends gathered, expecting him .to 
| be named Zacharias, after his father, but 
| Elisabeth said, Not so, he shall be called 
John. Friends answered, None of your 
relations ever had that name. They made 
| signs to ask Zacharias about it. He mo- 
| tioned for a writing tablet and wrote, 
| His.name is John. Then his speech re- 
| turned, and he thanked God. 

Little John grew strong in body, mind, 
and spirit. The hand of the Lord was 
upon him. As he grew older he loved 
to roam: in the lonely desert places. When 
he grew up, he began to preach near the 
Jordan River —to give light and knowl- 
edge to the people. He told them that 
he was a voice crying in the wilderness 
— Repent and be baptized. Because he 
baptized people he was called John the 
Baptist. He kept the promise which his 
parents made for him, that he should 
never use wine nor strong drink. He 
was a temperance boy and man. 

After the Story—When you were lit- 
tle babies, in the arms of father or 
mother, they must have wondered about 
you and hoped that you would live to 
grow strong and helpful to bless this 
world in which you live. 

You are getting old enough to begin 
to choose for yourselves whether you 
want to use or refuse the things that 
will help your bodies and minds to grow 
strong. 

In our United States and some other 
countries people have decided that wine 
and strong drink are so harmful that 
they must not be made nor sold any 
more. Doctors and scientists tell us that 
King Nicotine, or tobacco, is another poi- 
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son, which does not help anybody to grow 
= in body or mind. It is easier to 

o! to that temptation if a boy or 
gil never begins to use tobacco in any 


Like John the Baptist, may each of you 
grow to be great in the sight of the Lord. 


Peoria, IL. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths | 








Note.—The International Christian En- 


Des Moines, Iowa. Every Christian En- 
deavor Society is asked to register its 
President and Pastor, who will, even if 
not able to attend the convention, re- 
ceive bulletins mailed each day giving 
plans for the new year. The registration 
fee is two dollars. Thousands of Endeav- 


ceived by addressing E. P. Gates, Gen- 
eral Secretary, 41 Mt. Vernon Street, Bos- 
ton 9, Mass. 





July 8 What Does Christian Brotherhood 
Mean? 1 John 3: 10-24. ( peace meet- 


ing. 
july 1S. The Inner and the Outer. 2 Cor. 
: 16-18; 1 Sam. 16 : 6-13. 

July 22. What in Present- Day Social Life 
Would Christ Apprevt? What Disap- 
prove? 1 Cor. 10:23, 24, 31-33; 11:1. : 
July 29. Industrial Missions at Home and e 
Abroad. 2 Thess. 3 : 6-13. : 





Mon.—A lesson in providence (Gen. 45: 
1-8). 

Tues.—In deliverance (Exod. 14: 8-31). 

Wed.—In consecration (Gen. 28 : 16-22). 

Thurs.—In sacrifice (2 Sam. 23: 13-17). 

Fri—In leadership (Judg. 7: 1-9). 

Sat.—A traitor (2 Sam. 15 : 1-6). 











What lessons can we learn from American 
history? 

What traces of God’s providence do we 
find in history? 

How can we help to make history? 


Sunday, July 1 


Lessons from the Psalms. 7. A History 
Psalm (Psa. 44:1-8). (Patriotic 
consecration meeting.) - 


HE past is full of solemn warnings 

to the present. For the most part 
people seem to be unheeding of the les- 
sons of the past. Yet it is only by the 
recognition of things learned through ex- 
perience that men can hope to avoid re- 
peating the blunders of bygone days. 
Mankind is much the same in every cen- 
tury, and mistakes made to-day, identical 
with those of times past, are bound to 
produce similar results. 

w 

The first great lesson which history 
teaches us is, that all we have which is 
good in our civilization, all that is hu- 
mane, all that is chaste and pure, all 
that makes life worth living has come 
to us as a result of the presence of the 
Christian faith and church. No one liv- 
ing to-day can fully realize the vileness 
of the pagan world before the entrance 
of the purifying Christian stream. Life 
was cheap. Virtue was valueless. “Hope ' 
was not only where, it was nowhere.” 


Rome had developed a great system 
of jurisprudence. Yet the condition of 
her. society could not be remedied by 
good laws. Moral fiber and strength had 
disappeared from the Imperial world. 
The spread of Christianity created not 
only spiritual, but moral character as 
well. The life of men was revivified. 
New meaning came back to the words 
“chastity” and “honesty.” For the first 
time men began to love their neighbors 
as themselves. And all the good that 
we have to-day in this nation and world 
rests upon the maintenance and continu- 
ance of Christian faith and worship. 


se 
The second great lesson of history is 
that nations which forget God revert 
to their former rottenness, and, unless 
they repent and return to faith in him, 
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Lesson for July 1 
. Mark 6: 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37 


they are fostreyed _by a harvest of their 
own sowing. The shores of the oceans 
are strewed with the wrecks of forgotten 
empires. Wicked and licentious nations 
have flourished to mighty grandeur and 
wer, but their very names have been 
orgotten. The foundations of their 
prosperity were undermined by their very 
moral rottenness. The nation which for- 
gets God forgets moral right living. The 
nation which forgets moral right living 
is a nation, no matter how 
<a gd may be its material possessions 
and creations. Babylon was as impos- 
ing a city as Paris. 
we 
The. United States 6f America is for- 
ing God and the Christian faith. 
tever be the cause, the fact remains. 
The lack of religious restraint is be- 
inning to appear in a reign of moral 
seness. The nation is growing jazz- 
mad, pleasure-mad. Youth chafes under 
any restraint whatsoever. Jesus of Naz- 
areth demands the fullest obedience from 
those who are his own, but the human 
heart wants no master. 
: we 
If America be wise she will remember 
the ultimate end of the path she is now 
treading. She will repent and return to 
faith in Christ. If she does not, it re- 
= no power of prophecy to foretell 
inevitable result. ut still to-day 
the great force ‘which is restraining and 
holding the fabric of society together 
is the Christian church. Weak though 
she may seem, she is yet more potent 
than we realize. And yet, within her, 
many ministers are blasting at the foun- 
dations’ of her faith and of her morality, 
while most of her people seem to be 
unaware of what is going on. If the 
Rationalist succeeds in his efforts, he 
will rob her of the glory of her unique 
Person and redemptive message, remove 
the Christian sanctions of morality, and 
leave a clear road by which America 
may plunge into the ancient abyss. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The World’s Wet Seas Getting: Shal- 
lower.—Dr. Woods Hutchinson, popular, 
writer on health and hygiene, says that 
“the world, both physically and alcohol- 
ically, has at present a smaller dry land 
area than it has a fluid one; but many 
of the seas are sliallower than they were 
in times gone by. ... Italy, the cradle 
of viniculture, has been making most de- 
termined efforts to decrease the consump- 
tion of alcohol within her boundaries... . 
In England, Lady Astor, who is avowedly 
in favor of local option and other drink- 
controlling measures, has been triumph- 
antly re-elected to Parliament, despite 
the most earnest efforts of ‘The Trade.’ 
. . . Even Germany, the native land of 
the foaming stein, is beginning to declaim 
against its national brew on the grounds 
of economy. ... ‘Alcohol free’ restau- 
pants can be found in all parts of Europe.” 


Will Personal Liberty Profit the 
Drinker ?—Dr. Hutchinson, says, “It is 
sometimes indignantly claimed that Pro- 
hibition is an infringement upon the lib- 
erty of a man to do as he pleases. 
Broadly regarded, every law that has 
ever been made, from the Ten Command- 
ments on down, has been a limitation upon 
absolute liberty; the question is whether 
the individual will in the end profit 
from such a restriction.” 


Society Preparing to Know Itself.— 
A general desire to know whether or not 
and how much Prohibition has benefited 
the country is leading to keener appre- 
ciation of the value of statistics. The 
Pennsylvania State Prohibition Director, 
in studying the social. welfare figures of 
the large cities of the state, finds that in 
some cities the officials have only recently 
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begun to keep important statistics. The 
year 1917 is about as far back as he can 
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go in obtaining figures for comparing 
public welfare in wet and dry years; in 
some records not so far. Some of the 
facts brought out by his comparisons are: 
4 


1917 1922 
Alcoholic addicts in Insane 
EES ccccbactccsnescsenesd 130 56 
Drug addicts .....cssdsceveees ‘ 29 8 
1917 1921 
Deaths ..... opeedecebive vuveces 128,163 109,804 
1919 1922 
Non-support cases (Philadel- 
OEE)  ccdccceccccsvecs ape) aend 4,106 1,873 


The Tendency of War to Increase 
Crime.—. the countries that re- 
port a marked increase in crime since the 
war is Australia. The Australian Prohi- 
bition Year Book for 1923 contains the 
statement that “the figures for 1921 show 
that, although the previous year was 
marked by a great increase in serious 
crime, a still further increase took place 
in 1922, The more serious offenses, 
including offenses against the per- 
son, against property with violence and 
without violence, exceed the figures for 
1920 by 307, while the total increase, tak- 
ing into consideration offenses against 
good order, was nearly eight thousand.” 


Labor Organizatiens and Prohibition. 
—Mr. Charles Stelzle, the well-known 
writer on labor questions, does not agree 
with Mr. Gompers about Prohibition tak- 
ing away the personal liberty of the 
working man. The trade unionist, he 
says, should be the last man in the world 
to talk. about “personal liberty,” because 
“the doctrine of personal liberty carried 
out to its logical conclusion would wipe 
out every labor union in the world.” When 
a man joins a labor union he forfeits his 
personal liberty for the common interest 
of the workingmen of his class. The 
labor union looks upon the problem of 
the worker from the standpoint of the 
great mass of workingmen, and not from 
the standpoint of the individual. So Pro- 
hibition is not for an individual here and 
there, but for the great mass of the peo- 
ple. When a man joins a union he ob- 
ligates himself to obey the rules of the 
union, just as every American citizen ob- 
ligates himself to obey the laws of the 
country. The Prohibition law, like the 
labor union rules, is based upon the com- 
mon interest and welfare. 


A Prohibition Federation in Canada. 
—Ali the prohibition forces in Canada 
are preparing to unite under one organ- 
ization to extend the present Prohibition 
legislation to cover manufacture, importa- 
tion, exportation, and transportation of 
intoxicating liquors throughout the prov- 
ince. 


Europe’s Young Folks and Alcohol. 
—“A great force of young people,” says 
the Intercollegiate Statesman of April, 
“from boys and girls up to university stu- 
dents, throughout the central £uropean 
countries, are demanding freedom from 
alcohol, because its use is believed to 
hamper the new ideals of self develop- 
ment and a free, clean; healthful, national 
life which these young idealists hope to 
bring about in the not-distant future. The 
revolt against drink and drink ideals, es- 
pecially in German-speaking countries, is 
far-reaching. . . . The young people have 
banded themselves together for Prohi- 
bition in both Austria and Germany. 
There are millions of boys and girls, uni- 
versity students and young people, work- 
ing for total- abstinence and Prohibition. 
. . . In addition to the activity of the 
general “youth movement” there are defi- 
nite anti-alcohol societies in the middle 
and higher schools and universities. In 
Austria, recent student Work aims at com- 
plete Prohibition.” 


Labor Sides with Lady Astor.—The 
liquor interests of Great Britain are re- 
ported, in a special dispatch to the Los 
Angeles Times (March 11), to be wor- 
ried by the support which labor rep- 
resentatives in the House of Commons 
gave to Lady Astor’s bill forbidding the 
sale of liquor to youths under eighteen. 
It has weakened the argument of the 
wets that the workingmen must have 
their beer. Most of the large London 
newspapers gave Lady Astor a front 
page place after the remarkable vote of 
338 to 56 in support of her bill, and 
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praised her for her parliamentary pres- 
entation of the bill. 


Chile’s President an Abstainer.—An 
Associated Press report from Santiago, 
Chile, of March 30, states that President 
Alessandri of Chile, at a reception to one 
hundred correspondents attending the 
Pan-American Coearens, at which cham- 
pagne was served, toasted them with a 
glass of water, telling them that as an 
example to his family and the people of 
Chile, he never drank alcoholic liquors. 
“I have given this example to Chile, and 
I want to do my best as far as my influ- 
ence goes to give it to all America,” said 
the President. 


Sea Gulls Do Not Like Rum Ships.— 
It is reported by the Associated Press 
that the sea gulls are giving tips to the 
officials on the look-out for rum-running 
vessels. The gulls rest for long periods 
in the rigging of the fishing boats, but 
they fly away from the rum boats a few 
minutes after finding a perch. 
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I have a class of young men from seven- 
teen to twenty years of age. A short time 
ago I invited them to dinner but that night 
became suddenly ill, and could not attend. 
Our pastor had a previous engagement, and 
thinking the boys could be trusted, I in- 
sisted the dinner at the hotel should be 
carried out without my presence. 

It seems one of the boys suggested they 
turn the dinner into a “smoker,” and it was 
done, the boys securing cigars. When the 
news reached me, from many sources, I was 
pained, grieved, and humiliated. I do not 
smoke, so they were not led by my example. 
Please teH me what to do. 

IRST pray the Master for guidance 

and ask him to fill your heart with 
very tender love for these boys. They 
were thoughtless and did not realize the 
influence their act would have-in your 
community. Then ask them to spend the 
evening with you. Talk to them infor- 
mally, bringing the use of tobacco into 
the conversation. Explain your attitude, 
that it is a matter of principle, and make 
them feel that had they realized this, they 
would not have dishonored their teacher 
in your absence by turning the pleasant 
evening you had planned into a smoker. 
Speak of the remarks occasioned by such 
action. 

My knowledge of boys assures me that 
if rightly handled they will see the point 
and deeply regret their conduct. Some 
boy will be glad to introduce a resolu- 
tion that tobacco shall never be used in 
any form, at any class function. Your 
heart-to-heart talk may open the way to 
further discussion, and in time it will be 
well to have an Anti-Cigarette speaker 
address the Sunday-school and present 
the pledge. You will be surprised at 
the number of your boys who will take 
the pledge and keep it. 





My boys are continually telling of drink- 
me in our community. What can I do about 
it : 

ALK about prohibition enforcement, 

ask how it is being carried out in 
your community. After they have an- 
swered tell them what real evidence is, 
and ask for evidence, not hearsay. You 
will find that from two-thirds to nine- 
tenths of their knowledge is hearsay and 
means nothing, for law infraction is 
greatly exaggerated. Show the boys that 
exaggeration weakens the law and brings 
it into disrepute. 

- The other day a woman living in a city 
of three million inhabitants told me she 
positively knew that nine-tenths of the 
population were making home brew. The 
statement was ridiculous, for she lived 
so closely at home that she did not know 
one hundred persons in the city on terms 
of such intimacy as personally to know 
if they made “home brew.” 

A few days ago a great morning daily 
had a “scare column,” illustrated, telling 
of the people who were gathering dande- 
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lions to make wine. - From. the - article, 
one would have supposed that the city 
had “shut up shop” and was making the 
gathering of dandelions its sole busi- 
ness. That day I spent most of my time 
in the country surrounding that city, tak- 
ing a number of suburban lines of street 
cars. I saw dandelions everywhere and 
just seven men and one woman gathering 
them! If every street-car line in the city 
and its environs had revealed as many, 
there would have been less than five hun- 
dred people,- or one to every six thou- 
sand of the population of the city, and 
some may have been gathering greens! 

Get your boys to seeing how many such 
reports are wholly untrue, and show them 
the evil they do by repeating such stuff. 





In our state the “wet” and “dry” question 
will be before the people. The “wets” are 
making a strong effort to secure a “wet” 
legislature, that they may repeal the “dry” 
law passed last year. As superintendent of 
a Sunday-school, I am anxious to have our 
school take part in the campaign. What 
would you advise? 

HE “Wet and Dry” issue is a ques- 

tion in which every Christian should 
do his utmost for the “dry” cause, and 
every Sunday-school in the United States 
should have a part. I would suggest that 
as a Sunday-school yee should apply for 
membership in the County Law Enforce- 
ment League, which is being organized 
in every county: in the United States. 
Send the name of some member of the 
Sunday-school or your own name to the 
Anti-Saloon League Superintendent of 
your district, as a representative from the 
Sunday-school, and he will send you the 
program for law enforcement. In it you 
bing find much that a Sunday-school can 

oO. 





If coffee 
disagrees 
drink_ 


Postum 


. 


“Oh ere’s 4 








he Sunday School ines 


Philadelphia, June 16, 1923. 


Subscription Rates 
_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage, 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
» copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above sates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
dither to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
i031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE HOLY LAND 


A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to visit 
the centers of Religion, History and Culture 
on the Shores of the Mediterranean. 


‘alestine Gree Spain 
sa my em ag ay 


The Cruise yA. di. yx Ammeeed of the 
Sailing February 16, 1924. 


A splendid, standard trip at the lowest rates 
ever offered. Eight weeks. $485 and up. 


CLERGYMEN will find this cruise instruc- 
tive, revivifying and full of inspiration. With 
small effort they may make the trip without 
cost to themselves. Full details furnished 
on request. 


Gates Tours 


Beacon 


22 Street, Boston 
Room 503, 225 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 F<"... 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. _Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 


427 S. Dearborn Street, . Chicago, Ill. 











MENACE OF MODERNISM 


By WM. B. RILEY 
A Book for this ‘Time and Age. HUNDREDS 
have borne testimony to its help. 


Cloth, $1.10 Postsss Paper, 50c. 


CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO. 











3612 Fourteenth Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SING PRAISES TO GOD 


Tabernacle Hymns No. 2 
he Lb 
8! or churc: $ 
fandamentals of the Faith.  Retumable 
copies to song committees, 

Art Buckram $50, Manila $30, per hundred. 


abernacis Publtshing Compeny 
Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Religious- 
Educational College course of 4 
years, college degree of Th. B. Grad- 
uate School of Theology, 3-year 


course, degree of B.D. n em- 
bodiment of the highest ideals of evangelical culture 
and unity. 





























NATHAN R. WOOD, President 
College of Theology and Missions, Boston, 


Cuticura Soap 
—— Imparts 


The Velvet Touch 


BRONZE IMLS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, jerdnae: wcticn | 
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Individual Communion Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 

CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St., ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


When the Days 
Seem Dark 


By Puiuir E. Howarp 





A book of comfort and 
encouragement. For the 
afflicted, the discour- 
aged, the perplexed— 
and—in these days of 
stress—for everybody. 


Tue Sunpay Scnoor 
Times CoMPANY 


| xo3x Walnut Street, 


$1.25, postpaid | Philadelphia. 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

Saboet Loanene. taened ta the intneuctional 
Committee. 


“He that Humbleth Himself” 


OHN’S was a conspicuous example of 
unconscious humility; all genuine, 
nothing put on, simple and natural; 

not fleshly, but spiritual. No flaunting of 
name, or attainments, or pedigree. No 
clap-trap sensationalism, but just a force- 
ful presentation of a God-given message. 
No apparent concern as to whether his 
message would be received or rejected; 
why should he have, since both messen- 
ger and message came from God (John 
1:6-8) and since all anxiety is of the 
flesh (Matt. 6:25; Phil. 4:6)? No self- 
justification, but just a complete aban- 
donment to the will of God. No receiv- 
ing of human honors; no flirting with 
wealth or influence; no compromise of 
principle; no ungodly personal ambition. 
He paid dearly for such a stand, for 
it cost him his life. But he gained in- 
finitely more than he- iost. t was 
that gain? Are you and I willing to 
“pay the price’? To go down, and to 
stay down? “He that humbleth himself” 
(Luke 14:11). (See also Monday’s and 
Friday’s comments. ) 


June 25 to July 1 
Mon.—Luke 3: 1-8. 
A Voice in the Wilderness. 

All four Gospels record the ministry 
of John, of whom Jesus afterwards de- 
clared that no prophet born of women 
was greater than he; and yet he exhibited 
not a trace of self-importance. No man- 
given title, not even a name, but only “a 
voice,” a wilderness voice at that, adver- 
tising Jesus, not himself! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray much for 
to-day’s Christian leaders, that they too 
may humble themselves; not in words 
only, but in life and deeds. Pray for 
those “in the limelight,’ that they may 
so let His light shine through them that 
neither they nor others will be conscious 
of the “limelight.” 

Tues.—Luke 1:5-17. The Parents of John. 


Few children are favored parentally as 
John was favored; both parents “right- 
eous” in character, both “blameless” in 
conduct, both prayerful in practise. “If 
two of you shall agree,” said Christ at a 
later time (Matt. 18: 19) — beautiful at 
all times, but as doubly beautiful as it is 
doubly rare in the case of parents. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
home in our Sunday School Times fam- 
ily; especially for all parents. Pray for 
godliness and unity in every home. Pray 
that there may be frankness and openness 
between parents and children, and that 
each child may be led early to the accept- 
ance of Christ as Saviour. 


Wed.—Luke 1: 67-80, The “Benedictus.” 


The performance of the promise (v. 
72) has been delayed over 4,000 years 
from the time that it was first given 
(Gen. 3:15). Perhaps many. times 
through the centuries, even as now, men 
were saying: “Where is the promise of 
his coming?” (2 Peter 3:4.) But God 
never fails to “remember” and to “per- 
form” (v. 72; see also 2 Peter 3:8, 9). 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: One week from 
to-day is a national holiday. Could you 
observe it better than by setting it apart 
as a day of prayer? Do you Love to 
pray? Ask God whether there is any 
way whereby you could do more for him 
and home and native land than by inter- 
cession? 

Thurs.—John 1: 19-34. The Witness of John. 

“I am not the Christ,” said John. “I 
am the Christ,” say some to-day. The in- 
creasing number of “false Christs and 
false prophets” throughout the world 
presages the end of the age. (See Mat- 





thew 24:23, 24.) Few men are able to 
refuse honor. John not only refused it, 








but pointed from himself to. Christ, and 
then went lower still; see chapter 3: 30. 
Humility indeed! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
summer conferences, vacation Bible 
schools, evangelical papers, home and for- 
eign missionary societies, y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. G A. recreational and training 
camps, young people’s conventions, Sun- 
day-school associations and evangelical 
movements. 

Fri—Luke 7 : 24-28. Jesus’ Estimate of John. 

This was the honor that came “from 
God only” (John 5:44); and yet there 
are two ways of receiving this honor — 
a self-honoring way (becoming puffed up 
and wanting men to know of the honor), 
anda Cotnaneting way (humbling one’s 
self and laying all at the feet of Jesus, 
for it is his anyhow, apart from whom 
we are nothing). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
pastor, your pastor's wife and family, 
your church official board, your church’s 
organizations, the mid-week prayer gath- 
ering, the visitation work of your church, 
all the neighborhood evangelistic activi- 
ties. Pray for a revival of personal evan- 
gelism. 

Sat.—Mark 6 : 14-29. 
The Death of John the Baptist. 

Herod’s sinful relationship to Herodias 
led him to the murder of him whom he 
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had “heard gladly” and for whom he had 
done “many things” (v. 20). “No sooner 
is a sin born,” says D. M. Panton, “than 
it becomes the mother of a million sins.” 
Calvary is the only answer of God’s in- 
finite holiness to sin’s infinite heinousness. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
men who, like D. M. Panton oF orwich, 
Eng., are lifting up their voices in warn- 
ing and exhortation to the entire true 
Church of Christ throughout the world. 
Pray that they themselves may not be en- 
snared by any of Satan’s devices, and 
that their number may be increased. 
Sun.—Isaiah 4 : 1-8. 2 
the Glory of Jehovah. 
_ The revelation in the Word is full, but 
in the world only partial; the full revela- 
tion to “all flesh” is yet to come. Israel 
is still receiving “double” for all her 
sins, but Israel’s enemies are* receiving 
many times double. For example, Russia, 
For every massacred Jew during the past 
decade, forty Russians have perished 
through. war and famine and pestilence. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Israel, 
for the Church, for the Gentile world; 
for the building up of the body of Christ; 
for the circulation of Gordon Watt's new 
leaflets on the Cross Be A Hesg or the 
circulation of the splendid “Bible. Studies” 
of the Union Bible Study Association 
(Box 403, Dallas, Texas). 


Are Focused on Russia 


Most everybody is interested in Russia. Why? Because Russia is 
in the crucible and all the world is eagerly watching and tensely waiting 


for the outcome. 





This is what our Commissioner, Boleslaw Goetze, who has just 
returned from Russia after spending 5 weeks in Ukrania and journeying 
thru to Moscow, says: ‘Religion seems to be daily faring worse. 
Bolshevism is Antichristian, and I was implored by leading pastors and 
others to tell the world the whole truth about their awful sufferings. 


‘There is organized persecution against Christians in Russia. 
people under 18 years cannot attend Sunday School or religious services.’’ 


are already quite distinct.”’ 


is Interdenominational, 


bringing relief to the destitute. 


appreciated. 





hundred people professed conversion. 
saved thru the work of our missionaries. All praise to God! 


All gifts and correspondence should be addressed to 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
1844 Monroe Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Wi1).1aM Fert er, General Director. 


Young 


In spite of all this a wonderful movement is gradually growing, 
resulting in marvellous blessing to multitudes. One man from Russia 
writes: ‘I am looking forward to a great Revival, the signs of which 
Another tells of a place where over a 


Literally hundreds are beiag 


Pastor Goetze’s complete report will appear in an early issue of 
**The Friend of Russia,” our official monthly organ. 
Evangelical and Evangelistic, and we have 
about 150 missionaries already at work (all of them thoroughly orthodox) 
spreading the Gospel, distributing Bibles and Scriptural literature, and 
Write today for a sample copy of 
this publication and read about the great work of God going on 
among the Russian people now. Your prayers and help will be greatly 


This Society 


W. S. Hotret, Home Director 
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Studies in the Book of Daniel 


A Discussion of the Historical Questions by ROBERT DICK WILSON, Ph.D.. D.D., 
William H. Green Professor of Semitic Languages and Old Testament 
Criticism, Princeton Theological Seminary 


If any one should ask you whether there is any real evidence outside the 


Bible that the Book of Daniel is actual history, could you answer? 


what evidence is there ? 


And just 


Destructive Criticism holds that some of the historical statements in Daniel 


are not historical. 


Professor Wilson confronts every objection of the critics with 


documentary evidence designed to show that the assumptions underlying the objee- 
tion are either unproved, or are contrary to facts. 

These studies are a necessary part of the library of every minister and other 
careful students and teachers of God's Word. An authoritative work of com- 
manding importance to every thoughtful Bible student. 


Price, $2.50 


For sale by THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia 
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